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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If the
hon. member will look through any of the
Estimates for former years, he will see that
the same item has appeared regularly.

The CHAIRMAN: It is quite the usual
item. )

Hon, 8. W, Munsie: It is wrong.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I did not
deal specifically with this ilem, but I did
take up a similar item under another head-
ing with the Under Secretary, and he told
me that it was not known when & contin-
gency would arise, necessitating the expen-
diture of additional money. That is why
the item appears. The money may never
be required.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Town Planning, £1,008—agreed to.

Vote — Farmers’ Debls

£3,706—agreed to.

Adjustment,

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.43 p.m.

Wegislative #ssembly,
Tuesday, 20th October, 1931,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—SECESSION, REFER-
ENDUM,

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH asked the
Premier: 1In view of imminent action by
the Federal Government to take a refer-
endum on the cuestion of unification anil

[10)
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other counstitutional changes, will he state
when he intends to give effect to the recent
resolution of this House asking for a Bill
tu provide for the taking of a referendum
on secession?

The PREMIER replied:
Bill will be introduced.

The necessary

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Administrator receive:l
and read notifying assent to the State Sav-
ings Bank Transfer Bill.

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT
(No, 2),

Introduced by the Minister for
and read a first time.

Lands

BILIL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX
(No, 2}.

Message.

Message from the Administrator received
and read recommending appropriation for
the purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitehell—Northam) {4.39] in moving the
second reading said: Before I deal with the
Bill may [ say how pleased we all are to ser
the member for Forrest (Miss Holman)
back in her place in the Hounse after 2 long
illness, We hope she has thoroughly re-
covered and that we shall see her more
often in future. The Bill is one that is
customarily presented at this peried of the
year. There are two variations on this ocea-
sion. It is necessary to render some assist-
ance to the primary producers. Every mem-
ber is fully alive to the diffienlt position in
which the primary produeers in the pastoral
areas ani agricultural areas find themselves.
The alteration, as eompared with last year,
is that the land tax will not be levied this
yvear on pastoral leases and on improved
land devoted to the agricultural, hortienl-
ture, pastoral or grazing purposes. This
will mesn a sacrifiee to the Treasury. We
expeet to lose £37,000 cash, and the total
tax will amount to £85,000. We have al-
ready built up considerable debts against
land holders hecanse of their inability to



4700

pay owing to the fall in the prices of theiv
commodities, and it is not desirable, T
think, {o add to those debts, which pro-
ducers will find very diflicult to pay, at
any rate in the near future. This is not
very much relief, but it is some relief, and
will help in a slight way to reduce the cost
of vproduction. [ think it will be agreedl
that the work of the primary producers for
the community warrants soine sacrifice. An
enormons amount of money is owing to the
Treasury by people on the land, and if it
cculd be collested, we as a Government
would he in fairly easy cireumstanees. Tt
is essential that the loss of revemme ocea-
sioned by granting this relief be made good
in some other way. Revenrue from all
sources is deeclining, for the veason T have
advaneed for reducing land taxation on im-
proved agricultural and pastoral land. To
make good the sacrifice, I propose that the
reduetion of 33 1/3rd per cent. on income
tax shall be reduced to 20 per cent. This
is estimated to yield not less than £31,000
for the year. An amendment of the Stamp
Act, to be introduced presently, will pro-
vide additionai revenue, so that on the whole
we shall a little more than make good the
less of revenue eaused by granfing the relie?
to primary producers. In these diffieul:
times it is hard to make =uch reductions,
but the people for whom the relief is in-
tended are having a bad time, and every-
thing possible should be done to assist them
ir. their fronbles, T move—

That the Bill be now read a sceond time.,

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—STAMP ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 4).

Message.

Mes-aze from the Administrator received
and read recommending appropriation for
the purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitehell—Northam) [4.441 in moving the
second reading said: This Bill pro-
vides for the tightenine up of the
existing Aect, and proposes to increase
the stamp duty on cheques, on demand
drafts and on hire-purrhase agreements.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The first amendment deals with the eancella-
lion of stamps affized to documents. Under
the present Act stamps are cancelied by
some person authorised to do this work.
This cancellation is effected by that person
writing across the stamp, initialling it, or
by adopting other effective means for ean-
cellation. I am sorry to say there has been
a considerable amount of fraud in connee-
tion with this business. Recently £19 worth
of stamps came from oversea in one lot, and
£17 worth in another. They were stamps
which obviously had been used hefore, but
cleaned by the vemoval of the ink which
had heen used in the cancellation. The
stamps were impounded and were submitted
to the Government Analyst for examina-
tion. It is beyond doubt that the stamps
had previously been used and eancelled. It
is impossible to say how far this sort of
thing has gone.

Hon. P. Collier: The stamps came from
oversea?

The PREMIER: These two lots did, This
sort of thing is possible in connection with
shipping doecuments, wher the documents
have ceased to be of further use. The
stamps might be taken off and cleaned, and
this +we find ean casily be done. These par-
tienlar stamps arrived in Perth. It is pos-
sible that stamps have been used within the
State without our knowing it, but the others
happened to come from oversea. They were
presented to the Treasury., There were
some indications that all was not well. The
inquiry showed conclusively that they were
old stamps that had been doctored. I do not
say this without being able to tell the Hounse
that exhaustive tests were made to aseertain
the correctness of the assertion. There is
not to my mind the slightest doubt that these
stamps had been used.

Hon. J. C. Willeoek: Do the people con-
cerned give any reason for wanting to get
& rebate upon them?

The PREMIER: Of course they wanted
the money,

Hon. JJ. C. Willcoek: T}d the people who
purchased the stamps give anv reason why
they wanted their money back?

Tie PREMIER: They happen to he in
France and Belgium where it is not ensy to
get u rebate.

Hon. J. C. Willeoek: They must have had
some azent here.

The PREMIER: Anything can be pre-
sented for collection throuzh a bank in one’s
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own country to a bank here. In this case
the stamps came under our notice. We have
got them and we have not paid for them.
They were sent out because the people con-
eerned wanted the money. The man who
sent them out may be quite innocent.

Hon. J. C. Willecock: You do not say
when you sell stamps you will give the
money back if they are nof used?

The PREMIER: If the hon. member had
bought stamps for which he bad no use, he
would get a refund on refurning them.

Hon. J. C. Willecock: Yes, after giving a
reasonable explanation.

The PREMIER: It would not be quite
fair to withhold a refund in such cireum-
stances. In this particular case no money
has been paid. One of the reasons for
bringing down this Bill is to cover such
things. Obviously these stamps ought never
to have been presented. Tt is not only be-
cause of this transaction that we are bring-
ing down the Bill. Documents expire by the
effluxion of time, and thus the stamps upon
them beeome of no value, They can easily
be removed.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: As a rule people do
not buy a lot of stamps in antieipation that
they may want to use them.

The PREMIER: Not as a tale. Does the
hon. member think that people who hold a
lot of stamps should not demand their money
back if they desire to return the stamps?

Hon. J. C. Willeock: They should give a
reasonable explanation why they purchased
them, and why they have not vsed them.

The PREMIER: As these people are in
Belginm and France there is no chance of
getting hold of them, and we have retained
their stamps.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: That is dishonour-
able if everything is all right.

The PREMIER: Everything is not right.
These stamps may be affixed to another
document, sent to some person authorised
to cancel them, and may again be eancelled.
We ought to remove every possibility of
fraud. We are therefore taking steps, by
this Bill, to do our utmost to gnard against
frand. There are several ways of doing
this. It was thought that the stamps might
be embossed. That, however, proved to be
almost an impossibility. Tt would not be
very convenient for business people in dis-
tant places. The various States were com-
muniented with, and we finally decided fo
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adopt tlhie method in use in Victoria, that of
perforating stamps.

Hon. J. C. Willecock: That is an obvious
remedy.

The PREMIER: Even tbat is not abso-
lutely a perfect guarantee. The authorities
in Vieforia have had similar experiences.
They adopted this means io overcome the
diffienlty, and it is now said that it is al-
most impossible to remove a stamp after
perforation without destroying it. There
are persons authorised to eancel stamps now
in the larger centres, and they will be auth-
orised to perforate stamps. T hope this
change-over can be effected with a minimum
of inconvenience., Tt is necessary that steps
should be taken to proteet the revenue. We
find that the cancellation marks are easv
to remove, and it is necessary we should
take the step we propose. It is also pro-
posed to alter the proceedings in regard to
demand drafts. Members will realise that
demand drafts are now subject only fo a
duty of 1d. Under the amendmeni they
will be subject to a duty of 2d. It is found
that some of these demand drafts are given
ot: the understanding that the demand shall
not he made for payment until some definite
time has clapsed. The transactions are
sometimes covered by agreement. We
understand the practice regarding demand
drafts is to have an understanding as to
payment in order to avoid stamp duty,
which a fixed-period draft or promis
sory note would have to ecarty. A pro-
missory note might he payable on demand
or on some fixed date. If by agreement a
man can arrange that a demand note is not
payable until three months after dafe, he
can ¢all it a demand draft, and the revenue
will not be contributed to as is intended.
We, therefore, propose that in such oases
a demand draft must bear the ordinary pro-
missory note stamp. We have adopted this
from the Vietorian Aet, by which steps have
already been taken to prevent demand
drafts there from heing treated as promis-
sory notes and the stamp duty evaded. Tt
is intended to inerease to 2d. the stamp duty
on cheques and on demand drafts, This
is already in force in New South Wales,
New Zealand and Victoria. I wonld call
the attention of members to a provision
whereby the stamps due to be affixed on
a transfer of land under contract of sale
shall be affixed to the contract. The Leader
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of the Opposition brought down a Bill in
1926 to provide that with each sale therq
should be an additional stamp duty. Brown
may sell to Jones for £100, the block may
be passed on fo Swmith, and from Smith to
somebody else. Under the old system only
one set of stamps was affized to the doen-
ments until the final transfer was registered,
That was altered Ly the Leader of the Op-
position. Now the duty has to follow each
sele, nithough the registration may not
finally take place until the land bas changed
hands several fimes. It has been found
that the final purchaser has heen called upon
te pay stamp duty on the several trans-
actions. In one case this ran into & con-
siderable amount. The stamp duty will not
be inereased by this means. The same
stamp duty will be paid, but it will be paid
a little sooner. The stemp will have to be
affixed with each transaction dealing with
the one particular block.

Hon, A. MeCallum: That gefs over the
transfer by direction business.

The PREMIER : Yes. The contract will
have to be stamped each time a sale is
effected, and finally when registration is
made there will be no additional dnty pay-
able, but the duty will be paid earlier, and
will affect the smbsequent transactions. If
a eontract does not go threugh, provision is
made for the refund of the amount spent
on stamping snch docnments. I think that
will commend itself to members generally.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: A contract should
not be a contraet until it is registered.

Hon. P. Collier: Land may change hands
many times and yet not be registered. «

The PREMIER : Yes.

Hon, P. Collier: Tt has heen done.

The PREMIER: Yes, and sometimes
large amounts have been involved. There is
another provision which deals with walk-in
and walk-out sales. There may be a sale of
property. This may comprise the property
itself, livestock, fumiture and effects, and
indeed anything, and the sale may be for
8 lump sum. Tn some cases the price set
against the land may be made low, beeause
that is subject to a stamp duty, whereas the
price set upon the goods or the stock may
be increased accordingly. We propose that
if there is any doubt as to the gennineness
of snch values, 8 valuation of the land may
be obtained so that we may ascertain if the
proper amount of duty has heen collected.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Government consider that that is the
right course to adopt. There have already
been some esses in whieh it ought to have
heen adopted.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: By whom? Br the
Assessor of Stamps?

The PREMIER: Yes, by the As-
sessor of Stamps if he found that the
transaction was not quite genuine, that too
much value was being put on the movables
and too little on the land. That is entirely
right. A check on such transactions is neces-
sary. An extensive business has grown up
in regard to the hire-purchase systems. Ex-
cept as regards agreements relating to sew-
ing machines and so forth, these documents
are really bills of sale, and shonld be regis-
tered and stamped in the same way as bills
of sale. At present the stamp duty on hire-
purchase agreements is 2s. 6d., irrespective
of value. If the proposed amendment is
carried, the stamp duty on these agreements
will be the same as onr bills of sale, namely,
1s. 3d. for every £50 up to £300, and there-
after 2s. 6d. for every £100. The business
done under hire-purchase agreements is par-
ticularly for the sale of machinery and other
things of that kind. The document is really
a bill of sale with special provision for
registration. A hire-purchase agreement
can be registered without the seven days'
notice which must be given in the case of an
ordinary bill of sale. It is, however, for
every intent and purpose a hill of sale, al-
though teken before the delivery of the
goods; and for thaut reason the law provides
that it may be registered without notice.
Tn every other respect it is an ordinary bill
of sale, and ought to be stamped accord-
ingly. Those are the only amendments pro-
posed. I think that in partieular the gmeud-
mené which safeguards the revenue in case
of the use of adbesive stamps will commend
itself to the House. I move—

That the Bill he now read a sceonil time.

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate ad-
Jjourned.

BILL—DIVIDEND DUTIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Message.

Message from the Governor received and
read, recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.
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Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell —Northam) [5.6] in moving the
second reading said: The two amendments
proposed by the Bill are comparatively
small. The object of the first is to prevent
dual taxation of a company’s profits. As
the ex-Treasurer will know, there are cases
where a parent company declares a dividend
and that dividend is paid to a subsidiary
company, whereupon further dividend duty
is claimed on the same meney. In the case
of a superphosphate company, for instance,
a dividend has been declared and paid to the
Westralian TFarmers’ Phospbate Company,
and then distributed to the shareholders,
who were the proper persons o receive the
dividend in the first place. Tt has heen the
practice each vear to pass an Executive
Council order remitting the second duty,
which is really not payable; one eannot col-
lect twice on the same profit, although it is
distributed, as in this case, through the sub-
sidiary company. The amendment, if made,
will render it unnecessary to forego each
year the eollection of the second amount of
duty on the dividend paid. I do not know
that for the moment the amendment will
cover more than the superphosphate com-
pany to which I have teferred, and the Wes-
tralian Farmers’ Phosphate Company. I
agk the House to agree to the proposal. The
second amendment provides that insurance
eompanies receiving premiums or contracts
through brokers or agents in this State shall
pay duty on them. A econsiderable amount
of business is done in Western Awustralia
by oufside companies without payment of
taxation. Lloyds, for instance, do a consid-
erable business; and I do not think it will
be argued that they ought not to pay
taxation here. The duty iz 2 per
cent. on the amount of preminm. It
is a simple matter in that way to
tax outside ecompanies doing businesy
in Western Australia. The amendment pro-
poses that all companies carrying on busi-
ness here, whether domiciled here or else-
where, shall pay the same amount of divi-
dend duty. Probably a considerable amount
of revenue has been lost by reason of our
failure to tax brokers or agents operating
here in the name of a company domiciled
outside our borders.

Hon. P. Collier: Does the amendment
apply in other directions besides insurance?
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The PREMIER: No. It provides that in
future all insurance business done here shall
pay duty.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Have Lloyds achr-
ally been exempt from duty?

The PREMIER: : There has heen no power
to tax them, becanse they are not located
here; they merely secure their business here.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: All the same, they
have collected enormous revenue here.

The PREMIER: Yes, and therefore it is
proposed that if the business is seeured here
it shall carry the duty. That is what the
proposed smendment will effect.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: It is a pity we could
not make the amendment retrospective.

The PREMIER : Yes; but that, I am
afraid, eannot be done.

Hon. P. Collier: The people have had the
benefit of lower premiums as the result of
the operation of Lloyds.

The PREMIER: There is no doubt about
that.

Hon. P. Collier: Lloyds have acted as a
policeman on the insurance companies here.

The PREMIER: At the same time, there
is no justification for their escaping taxation,

Hon. P. Collier: There are 55 fire insur-
ance companies here, and one pot the same
quotation from all of them until Lloyds
cameé in and made them come down to
reason. In fact, one gets the same quotation
from the 55 companies even now, though
they accept insurances at 10 or 15 per cent.
less than the rates obtaining before Lloyds
intervened.

The PREMIER: But they should not be
exempt from taxation.

Hon. P. Collier: That is so.

The PREMIER: All people doing insur-
ance business here, whether having offices in
this State or not should be placed on the
same footing as regards taxation.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes. That will not drive
Lloyds out of the business.

The PREMIER: No. I think the House
will agree that the taxation shounld apply
uniformly.

Hon. P. Collier: Quite so, but Lloyds
have been a benefactor to many of our peo-
ple by forcing down rates.

The PREMIER: Probably that fact ma.y
represent the reason why this amendment
has not been proposed before.

Hon. P. Coliier: Lloyds bave saved the
Government a lot of money.

Hon. W. D, Johuson: They broke the ring.
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The PREMIER: In future they will pay
the same duty as other insurance companies,
no more and no less. Nobody can object to
that, and therefore 1 commend the measure
to hon. members. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate ad-
Jjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1931-32.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 15th Oetober; Alr.
Richardson in the Chair,

Department of the Minister for Medical
and Public Health (Houn. C. G. Latbam,
Minister), .

Vote—Medical, £53,336:

THE MINISTER FOR PUBLIC
HEALTH (Hon. C. G. Latham—York)
[6.11]: Hon. members will observe a con-
siderable decrease in the expenditure under
this vote for the eurrent vear. The redue-
tion is due to the fact of money having been
collected during the year through the
medinm of the hospital tax for the main-
tenance of hospitals. During the first six
months a total of £64,831 was collected, con-
siderably less than estimated by the Health
Department upon the introduection of the
legislation. This is probably explained by
the fact that two months were needed to get
the colleeting machinery into working order.
I am glad to say that the machinery seems
to be working fairly satisfactorily. It is,
naturally, difficult to get everybody to carry
out new legislation in its entirety; and there
have been heartburnings because of action
taken by the Crown Law anthorities against
persons evading the law. Generally speak-
ing, however, it ¢can be claimed that the fund
has been satisfactorily collected and satis-
factorily administered. City hospitals have
received a fair amount of finanecial help
whieh the Treasurer would have been unable
to afford them but for the fund. There has
been very little complaint indeed from hon.
members regarding country hospitals, and T
think it will be agreed that the Government
have met most of the cases in which they
have been asked to provide funds. At the
end of last month the fund showed a credit
of £4,254. While it is extremely difficult to

[ASSEMBLY.]

forecast the revenue, particularly in view of
financial emergency legislation that has been
passed, T hope there will be sufficient funds
to meaintein the hospitals without need for
drawing on Consolidated Revenne for any
additional amount. During the last finan-
cial year the gross amount drawn from Con-
solidated Revenue was £71,716; but against
that there were revenues, mainly in the
shipe of patients’ fees, totalling £23,858,
leaving a net amount of £47,360, There has
been little new activity in the department
during the current financial year, except
that there has been an alteration as regards
the lazarette in the North. The Federal
authorities have a lazarette at Port Darwin,
and as that institution is able to provide far
more expert treatment than is the ease in
our lazarette at Cossack, the Government
thought it advisable to send our patients to
Port Darwin.

Mr. Coverley: The patients got highly
satisfactory treatment in Derby.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: That
is 50, but the expert advice available at the
Federal institution is far better.

Mr. Raphael: The results will show
whether that is so.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
cost of maintaining our patients in the
Federal institution will be 50 per cent. less
than the cost at Cossack has been.

Mr. Coverley: You will have the expense
of sending them to Darwin.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: But
that cost will equal what we have 4o spend
in maintaining them for ome year, so that
in the aggregate we will save money.

Mr. Coverley: I do not think you will.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: We
have the figures.

Mr. Coverley: Where did you get them?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: They
are official.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: At any rate, it costs
a good deal to get them to the lazarette,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
the cost of transport was £500, but there
should be a saving after that first cost. If
additional lepers are found in the North-
West, we shall have io hold them for a while
until we ean arrange for their transfer to
the lazarette at Darwin. That will mean
additional expense.

Mr. Coverley: You will never clean the
natives up unless vou do what the road
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boards have been requesting for so long.
They want the Government to send a medi-
cal officer through the country on an in-
spection. ’

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: And
that will cost a great deal of money that
cannot be provided at the present juneture.
It is not a mere question of the payment of
the professional fees; the cost of tramsport
in the North-West would be immense.

Mr. Coverley: That is so, but you would
collect the whole of the lepers at once, and
they would be sent on to Darwin.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: T am
afraid it would be impossible suceessfully to
earry out what the hon. member desires. I
know that is the ideal way of handling the
problem, but I am afraid that once the
aborigines find out that there is an inspec-
tion to be held, they will be off like the wind.

Mr. Coverley: That is so much theory.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I am
afraid it would prove to be the fact. How-
ever, the Government have decided to give
this system a frial, and I believe it will be
much more satisfactory to all concerned. It
should represent a saving of money {o the
State compared with the expenditare in-
curred in previons years. Some considerable
time ago legislation was passed ratifying
an arrangement with the Federal Qovern-
ment under which the latter agreed to pro-
vide a subsidy on the pound for pound basis
with a limit of £2,600 to deal with the medi-
cal inspection at ports in connection with
venereal diseases, The Federal Government
last year notified us that they did not in-
tend to provide any further funds under
that arrangement, and they made their de-
cision retrospective over a period of three
months. Thus in December last the State
Government found themselves without the
Federal subsidy, and with the necessity to
meet additional expenditure that we thought
would have been recouped to us by the
Federal authorities. There were other com-
mitments that had been entered into and
whigh the State Goverument had to carry
over the next year, without the advantage of
any subsidy from the Federal Government.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: What happened at
the seaports: Did the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment provide no money at all for the
services rendered?
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The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No-
thing at all. The Federal Government
entered into an international agreement to
undertake this work at the ports, They did
so without consulting the State, and now
the State has to shoulder the expense. We
have made repeated attempts to get the
Commonwealth Government to carry out the
responsibilities attached to the international
agreement, but so far we have not been
suceesstul. )

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Tt was a preity
harsh action for the Federal Government to
take.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Not
only have the State Government to provide
treatment when necessary under the provi-
sions of the agreement, but we also have to
make arrangements for transportation of
patients to the nest port. It will be within
the memory of some hon. members that we
had considerable difficulty at Geraldion in
eonnection with some Chinese who were left
with us. This arrangement is proving a
very costly one. Ag it is, the State will have
to aecept the responsibility for the time
being, until we succeed in inducing the Fed-
eral Government to accept their propor-
tion.

Mr. Coverley: You should siand up to
the Federal Government.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Per-
haps the hon. member will be able to tell
me how we can do so more than we have
already done. The matter was taken up
with the Prime Minister, and when the last
medical conference was held at Canberra,
we asked the Commissioner of Publie
Health, Dr. Atkinson, to take the question
up with the medical authorities there, but
unfortunately we have not been able to
securc any arrangement satisfactory from
the State’s point of view, Of course, we
bave the pound for pound subsidy still in
connection with buildings that are erected,
but the buildings are of a cheap class and
we are not compensated for the additional
expense. During the year, we maintained,
ag far as we could, the serviee as previously
carried out, but I think the treatment ex-
tended to us by the Federal anthorities has
been most unfair. I thought it advisable
t» mention the matter to hon. members so
that they would be acqnainted with the
position, and realise what treatment has
been meted out to the State anthorities.
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Hon. J. C. Willeock: But it was a legal
obligation on the part of the ¥ederal Gov-
ernment.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes;
it seems to me a shocking state of affairs.
One Government apparently ¢an eommit
another Government under the provisions
of an international agreement and then,
after currying on for a while, witbdraw and
throw the financial responsibility on to the
other Government, which had never been
eonsulted in the matter.

Mr. Coverley: It is more than shocking.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: It was
a rotten thing to do. We can get no con-
sideration. 1 have particulars regarding the
various items of expenditure, and I shall be
giad to reply to questions hon. members may
desire to ask. During the year the financial
situation necessitafed the closing of the
psyehologiral clinie. At the time, I gave
an undertaking that the clinic would be left
in its entirety so that if in future it was
possible to provide the money to carry on
psychological investigations again, the in-
struments and other requisites would be
there intact. TReeently n request was re-
ceived from the University authorities for
permission to use the equipment, If that
permission is granted, it will be on con-
dition only that the instruments and equip-
ment are used where they are in the clinic
ot present, and that those who wuse them
can satisfy ns that they are able {o do so
without risk of injury to tae plant. Thus
the valuable instruments installed will be
available in the future when we earrv on
psyehologieal work again. T regret that the
finances to-day will not permit of that heing
done.

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) [5.22]:
T cannot see any reference {o the suhsidy
paid to the dental clinie.

The Minister for Health: Are vou dealing
with an item?

Mr. RAPHAREL: No, T am speaking gen-
erally on the Estimates, T ecannot find any
mention of that subsidy and sball be glad
if the Minister will let me know where pro-
vision is made under that heading.

HON. 8. W. MUNSIE (Hannans)
[5.237: T have to admit that I cannot under-
stand the Estimates. I am sorry to say that
the explanation the Minister has furnished
has simply made it clear as mud.
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The Minister for Health: But they are
the same old Estimates, put up in the same
old way.

Hon. 8, W. MUNSIE: The Minister may
think so, but 1 want further information be
tore I shall be satistied on that point. Re-
garding the Minister's statement with refer-
ence to the treatment of lepers, I believe
that, in the interests of the patients and of
the State as well, the Government acted quite
properly in accepting the offer of the Fed-
eral authorities and in transferring the
lepers to the lazarette at Darwin, My six
years' experience with the Medical Depart-
wment demonsirated to me that there is not
the slightest doubt the treatment of leprosy
represeats a special branch of study, and
that there are very few doctors in Australia
who know anything about that treatment.
In those circumstances, seeing that there is
available at Darwin an expert medieal man
who has made leprosy and its treatment a
lifelong study, 1 believe the Government
acted quite correctly when they entered into
the agreement ontlined with the Federal Gov-
ernment, I believe the new arrangement will
prove less expensive io the State, and all
lepers will be treated in the one compound
at Darwin. I will not discuss the general
financial pesition in relation to the Health
Department, but I would like some explan-
ation regarding the financing of the Health
Estimates, I will put one interesting ques-
tion to the Minister, and I hope he will be
able to answer it satisfactorily. If he ean
do so, it will be of great benefit to many mem-
bers of the Committee, When the Estimates
for 1930-31 were before us, and during the
vear when the Hospital Fund Bill was under
consideration, I protested against the atti-
tude adopted by the Government in comman-
deering the entertainments tax and de-
voting the proeceeds to Consolidated Rev-
enue instead of to the hospitals. The
Premier, who was supported by the Minister
for Health, said that the Government had
allocated £36,000 for the maintenance of
public hospitals, that being the estimated
amount te be received from the collections of
fees charged to patients. That applied to
Government and public hospitals, not to
committee-run hospitals, becanse the commit-
tees in charge of such institutions used thd
finaneial returns received to conduct the hos-
pitals themselves. The Minister for Health
supported the Premier when he sugpested
that the Glovernment would receive £36,000
a year from those collections. At the time
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I said that, in my opinion, the Governwent
would be exceptionally lucky if they col-
lected £6,000, let alone £36,000. They esti-
mated that the Government would receive
£156,000 from the bospital tax. Half of that
amount would represent £78,000, to be col-
lected in the half year. The otbher day the
Minister informed me that the collections for
the half year conunencing on the 1st Janu-
ary and ending on the 30th June had
amounted to £64,834. That statement has
been repeated to-day, so that the Government
are rather short of expectations under that
heading. I eannot understand why the Gov-

ernment were of the opinion that they wounld’

collect £36,000 from the publie hospitaly
afier they had introduced the hospital fund
legislation under which people were com-
pelled to pay the hospital tax, and in respeet
of which the Government gnaranteed free
treatment to the majority of the people who
were to pay that £36,000. Tt is beyond my
eomprehension as to how or where the Gov-
ernment thought they would get that amount.
What has happened? The Premier took
away £38,000 that had been collected under
the heading of entertainments tax during
the previous year, He introduced amending
legislation and the tax was doubled, so that
the Premier anticipated getting double the
amount of revenue, which wonld be paid into
Consolidated Revenune. Then he was chari-
table enough to give the hospitals £36,000.
In 1929-30, the last complete financial year
when no hospital tax was levied, £40,572 was
collected in fees at the public hospitals. For
six months of the financial year 1930-31,
when the hospital tax was imposed, the
collections fell to £23,856, or in other
words, £16,716 less than was collected
in the previous financial year. Theq
Premier this year estimates fo receive
£18,106 less than he collected last year. And
on these Estimates the Premier is estimating
to receive £5,750 in fees—not the £36,000
that he said he was giving to the hospitals.
Strange to say, they are the only figures in
the Estimates that can be made to balance
in any circumstances. As a matter of fact,
if we teke the £16,716 less than was collected
for the half-year of this year, the last fin-
ancial year to which these Estimates apply,
and the £18,106 less that the Premier esti-
mates to get this year, together they make
£34,822, If we subtract that from what was
collected in 1929-30, we get the amount for
which the Premier is budgeting this year,
£5,750. S8till, but on the last Estimates and
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on the Hospital Fund Bill the Government
boasted that they would collect £36,000 per
annum from hospital fees. It was not pos-
sible. They have not done it, and they can-
not do it no matter how long they may re-
main in power. Now I am coming to the
question I rveferred to, and to which I hope
the Minister will be able to give a satisfae-
tory reply. The figures on the Estimates
show that there was spent from Consoli-
dated Revenue last year £108,575. But
they have not spent it; there is no doubt
about that. T asked in the House what
amount had been spent out of Consolidated
Revenue for the maintenance of the hospi-
{als during the whole of last year, and the
reply I got was, £47,860. As a maftter of
fact, we have the balance sheet submitted to
us this year, the same as last year, regarding
the entertainments tax, and we find that for
the first half of the year the Government spent
£47,786 from Consolidated Revenue. The
total amount is £47,860. So since the intro-
duction of the hospitals tax they have spent
£74 from revenue, There is no doubt about
that, for here in the Estimates is the balance
sheet giving the amounts spent and showing
how. they were spent. The total amount is
£64,530, of which £16,744 was from enter-
tainments tax, the balance of £47,786 being
from revenue. The totali amount spent was
£74 more than that for the whole year. And,
most remarkable, we find in these Estimates
the line “Amount rebated to hospital fund.”

The Minister for Health: You will get a
balance sheet for that later,

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: It will be a very
interesting balance sheet. If we turn over
the page we find the Vote “Public Health,”
which comes under the hospital fund
scheme, There again we find the line “£500
rebated to the hospital fund.” The question
[ want the Minister to answer is, how has he
paid £89,562 from £64,834%

The Minister for Health: I cannot do it.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: If you cannot do
that, you cannot explain your own Esti-
mates.

The Minister for Works: He would re-
quire to go back to school and start all over
again,

Hon. 8, W. MUNSIE: It would be very
interesting to learn how any Governmeni
can pay £80,562 out of £64,834. Certainly
the Minister would require to go to sclool
again and learn new methods of arithmetic.
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The Minister for Works: It is high fin-
ance.

Hon, §. W. MUXNSIE: Yes, and it is the
same right through the Estimates. There is
searcely a page of these Estimates whereon
there is not & rebate to some fund.. When
we go through the Estimates to find out
what money has been collected in this fund
we discover that in most cases the rebate
is nearly double the amount of the fund tq
which it has been rebated. Without wish-
ing to be offensive, I say these Estimates are
absolutely incorrect, are misleading fo the
public. Can the Minister explain these Esti-
mates and let us know really what money he
hag spent? The Estimates show the total
expenditure under the Medical Vote as
£204,499. And underneath that we get the
line “Rebate to hospital fund £142,500.”
Yet they have collected only £64,000 in all.
I suggest that the reason for it is this: the
way in which the Medical Vote estimates
and the Unemployed Relief estimates are
drafted here shows where the Premier has
got his 223 per cent. reduction on public
expenditure—he has been spepding from
loan moneys. There is no doubt about it.
This is all very misleading. The Minister
will not argue that he spent out of Con-
golidated Revenue last year £108,575.

The Minister for Health: Ne, the amount
is £85,362.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: That is what you
rebate to the hospital fund. You give
the whole expenditure here as £108,575,
and your estimate of the expenditure this
year is £63,000. These arc Reveune Esti-
mates, and where it is shown that the money
has been spent out of revenue, it should
be the amount that has been spent, it should
not be faked. 1 say these Hstimates are
faked. They are not frue, not a correct re-
eord of the department’s funetions.

The Minister for Health: The same old
aceonntant 1s still there.

Houn. 8. W. MUXSIE: I do not care what
accountant may be there. In mauny places
in these Estimates, I think on the front
page summary of every Vole, there is given
this year an extra eolumn in which we are
taken back to 1929-30. Why go back to
1929-302

The Minister for Health: That is to show
that the 20 per eent. reduction is being made
in conformity wilth the Premiers’ Plan.

Hon, 8. W. MUNSIE: That was the ex-
planation given by the Premier the other
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night.
from thet standpoint.
are honestly ecarrying ont the Premiers
Plan, it is necessary to show in these Esti-
mates the aciual expenditure of last year
But the Government insert & eolumn show-
ing that they expended £103,000 from rev-
enue—when they know they have done no-
thing of the kind—and then rebate £89,062
to the hospital fund, moneys collected by the
tax, when they have collected only £64,000.
1 want to know how it is done. Perhaps the
Attorney General, who has just come in,
can explain it

Hon. P. Collier: He has trouble enough
of his own immediately ahead of him,

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: I want to know
from the Minister to what he is rebating this
£89,062. In the Estimates we are told it
is being rebated to the hospital fund. It
is not possible to rebate that amount to the
hospital fund, for the Mianister admita—
we have his reply fo my formal question—
that he collected only £64,834. So, cer-
fainly the £89,062 is not rebated to the hos-
pital fund. T want the Minister to explain
how he ecomes to show an expenditure of
€108,578 from revenue. It eertainly needs
scme explanation. Then there are one or
two minor points abouf whieh I shounld like
some information. If the Minister will turn
to last year’s Estimates he will see there in
the same balance sheet of entertainments
tax that there was unallocated £1,417. This
balance sheet shows the actual amounnt col-
leeted for the half-year. But they have
brought forward £1,146 out of the unallo-
cated amonnt of £1,417. Where is the dis-
crepaney, nearly £300? What has become
of it? Is it unforeseen expenditure, or have
the Government spent it somewhere elge?
For this latest balance sheet of the enter-
tainments tax is the last we shall see in this
Parliament, because it is to be taken inte
Consolidated Revenue, Last year they had
ar undistribnted balance of £1,417, and this
year they show £1,146. What has become
of the difference? It is not to be found in
the Estimates, for I have Leen all through
them in search of it and have consulted the
Public Aceounts and still eannot find if.
Also T have asked outside mecountants how
they can rebate a fund to an amount greater
than the fund itself: and they have said it
cannot be done. But seemingly it has been
dene here, for it is shown on the Estimates

However, 1 do not wish to argue
If the Government



[20 Ocroeer, 1931.]

as having actually been done. ill the
Minister explain it—if he can? XNow one
other thing I wish to say: 1 know the Gov-
ernment are having a strenuous time in
finance, that they are hard up ageinst it,
but undoubtedly the Minister did promise,
even last year when the Estimates were be-
fore the House, that the Infant Health De-
partment would not suffer by the intro-
duction of the Hospital Fund Bill. Things
were not then as bad as they are now,
but four months after that, when the
Hospital Fund Bill was before the Heuse,
the Minister apain said definitely that the
Infant Health Department wounld not suffer
through the Hogpital Fund Bill, that their
money would he kept as it was then.
The Government have applied the 20 per
cent. reduction to the different infant health
centres, and personally I am very sorry that
they have done so. If there is any expendi-
ture in the State that is justified it is the
expenditure directed towards preventing
sickness rather than curing it. We are
spending a fair amount of money every year
on sickness, and the hospital tax is applied
in that way; everything is devoted to the
work of curing people that have become ill.
On the other hand the expenditure from the
infant health vote iz directed towards rear-
ing a healthier ecommunity, particularly
healthier children, and giving them a better
start in life and in that way pre-
venting them from eontracting the many
diseases children are heir to. A few weeks
back T was pleased to read a statement by
the Minister in which he lauded the work of
the Infant Health Association. The Min-
ister qunoted figures that are nothing short
of remarkable, when he mentioned that 78
per cent. of the babies born in Western Aus-
tralig last year attended one or other of the
infant health eentres. That, indeed, is &
remarkable record. Xt is also very satis-
factory to notice that infant mortality is
dropping each year. This also is due almosi
entirely to the work performed by the infant
health associations. Therefore I am sorry
indeed that the Government have had to
take the step of reducing the vote by 20 per
cent. Instead of receiving £100, a cenire
will now get only £80 each year. You, Mr,
Chairman are aware from the knowledge
gained in your own district, and I, too, am
aware from experience obtained throughout
the State, that many infanf health centres
were having g diffienlt time, and that it was
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hard for them to maintain elinies in their
distriets, even with the subsidy of £100 a
vear. Now the centres are being deprived of
20 per cent. and they are being set a much
harder task than was theirs in years gone
by, when it was possible to collect a fair
amount of money. The mere fact of the
Government reducing a subsidy becomes an
incentive to people to reduce their subserip-
tions. I hope the Minister will seize the
opportunity to restore the subsidy to its
original amount, and so render greater
assistance to prevent sickness instead of in
the direction of euring it.

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) [5.50]:
I wish to add a few words in support of
what has been said by the member for Han-
nans about infant health ecentres.

The Minister for Lands: The hon. mem-
ber has already spoken.

The CHATRMAN: No, the hon. member
merely asked a few questions,

Mr. RAPHAEL: There is an infant
health centre at Victoria Park, and it has
had a hard struggle for years in this work-
ing man’s suburb. On any day of the week
there may be seen there a erowd of women
snd children who avail themselves of the
opportunity Lo receive that aid they are not
able to get in other directions. I notice by
the Estimates that it is now proposed to
abolish the snbsidy granted to the dentsl
clinic. I have gone carefully through the
Estimates, and I find that the item has been
omitted. I do not know whether it is the
intention of the Government not to pay that
subsidy, but certainly it does not appear
on the Estimates. If it is the Minister’s in-
tention to stop the subsidy this year, I hope
he will reconsider his decision, and decide to
grant, not only the £900 that has been given
to the dental hospital in the past, but, in
view of the unemployment that prevails and
the urgent need there is for additional as-
gistance being rendered, the amount will be
increased to £1,500.

The Minister for Health : How are we
going to get the money?

Mr. RAPHAEL: The money should be
found because this is an urgent necessity.
The ecare of the teeth should receive greater
consideration at the hands of the Govern-
ment. We have the spectacle evary day of
people going to the hospital in mneed
of aitention. Most of thege people
have doctor’s certificates which set out
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that attention must be given them im-
mediately, but we find they are turned
away. Even in the Attormey Gen-
eral’s own electorate I heard of the case of
8 man who is breaking up chiefly beeause
he requires this attention and is not able to
get it. At the present time a small subsidy
is granted to this hospital, but the people
are charged practically the same fees as are
asked by outside dentists.

The Minister for Health: You know the
hospital does honorary work.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Undoubtedly the opera-
tors there are honorary dentists, and addi-
tional work is being done by apprentices.
The apprentices have to pay a huge pre-
mium and while serving their term receive
no wages. The work could be done there
for 50 per cent. of the eharges imposed at
the present time. The charges amount te
pretty well the same figure as those imposed
by outside dentists. That being the case, it
is absurd for the Government to stipulate
that before an upper and lower denture can
be turned out by this hospital a fee of four
guineas must be paid. -

The Minister for Health: That is not so.

Mr. RAPHAEL: It is the Government’s
instruction to the hospital that this charge
musf, be made.

The Minister for Health: Nothing of the
sort.

Mr, RAPHAEL: That is what they say.

The Minister for Health: Well, it is not
true; we have nothing to do with if; it is
s board of control that governs it, just
like the Perth Hospital Board.

Mr. Panton: You are getting the blame
for it, anyway.

Mr. RAPHAEL: That is what these
people are told when they go there for
attention, that the Government’s instrue-
tion is that a fee of four guineas must be
charged. As long a peried of 18 meonths
has elapsed in the ease of patients who
have had their ieeth removed before they
have been able to get them replaced. Even
when some of these patients have made
application for the teeth to be replaced
they are told that the Government will not
permit the work to be done until a fee of
four gnineas is paid.

The Minister for Health: Well, that’s
cheap.

Mr. RAPHAEL: It is not echeap; it
eould be done for unemployed people for
half that amount, and a profit shown. It
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is a differeat proposition when a man has
to pay the full fee for outside pro-
fessional attendance, because fhen the
mechanic has to be paid as well At
the hospital the young apprentices who
receive no wages do the mechanical work
in most instances. I consider that one-
third of what the dental hospital charges
should be guite sufficient. If neces-
sary, I can supply figures to the Govern-
ment to show that what I am stating is
correct. I appeal to the Minister to put
an amount on the HEstimates to enable in-
digent people fo receive free dental atten-
tion. In every other country of the world
there are free dental clinies. I trust the
Minister will do something more than smile
benignly on us, and that he will see that
action is taken in the direction of assist-
ing people who have had their teeth ex-
tracted, fo have them replaced free of
charge. In times such as these not many
people ean afford to pay four guineas.

MR. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [5.55]:
I wish to offer a few remarks on this Vote
to show the Minister that all country hos-
pitals are not satisfied with the treatment
they receive, as he would expect us to be-
lieve, He told us that there were no com-
plaints from country hospitals, but there
is one in my electorate that has been
earried on purely by voluntary subserip-
tion gince its inception many years ago,
that has now cause for complaint. The
hospital was very much appreciated by the
people of the district—I refer to Hall’s
Creek. After the inauguration of the hos-
pital tax, those who had been in the habit
of subscribing towards the maintenance of
the institution, ceased to do so; and rightly
so, since they contend that if they pay
taxation towards the upkeep of hospitals
it is the duty of the Government to finanee
the hospitals, this particular one as well
as those in other country distriets. On
behalf of the Hall’s Creek Hospital T have
written on several oceasions to the MMin-
ister controlling the hospitals department,
to inquire what finaneial assistance would
be given to this institution. On each oec-
casion I received the usual departmental
evasive reply, and to this moment I have
not the faintest idea what the Halls
Creek Hospital is likely to receive. I am
making these few remarks because T do
not wish it to appear in ‘‘Hansard’’ that
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the Minister’s remarks about no complaints
having come from country hospitals have
not been challenged.  The Minister also
made reference to leprosy in the North: [
have a slight knowledge of the existence of
the disease by reason of the fact that there
is a lazarette in my district. Tbe attention
that is being given to those who are suffer-
ing from leprosy in the North could not be
improved upon, even though the member
for Hannans (Hon. S. W. Munsie) declared
that there are very few people in Australia
who have the professional ability to deal
with the disease. I declare that the doctor
in Derby bas been responsible for the cure
of many cases. I do not wish to be mis-
understood.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: The lazareite has
not been in existence at Derby for the last
three or four years.

Mr. COVERLEY: That is so; it was
transferred to Roebourne. It is one of the
places where Governments in the past have
wasted money. People in the distriet com-
plained that natives suffering from leprosy
were not properly isolated, that they were
permitted to mingle with the other natives.
They were receiving the best of atfention
and the doctor in Derby turned out many
eases ag cured. There are several natives in
the distriet who have had the disease and
who show no signs of a recurrence of the
complaint. No doubt the decision to move
the lazarette from Roebourne was s wise
one if it means a saving of money.

The Minister for Health: It was also to
provide expert advice.

Mr. COVERLEY: I care not what the
expert advice at Darwin may be; no move
could be done for the natives there than was
done by the doetor at Derby.

Mr. Marshall: They can kill them mouch
quicker at Darwin.

Mr. COVERLEY: When the Government
were confemplating the transfer of the laz-
arette from Derby, they should have consid-
ered the request by the road boards to make
a thorough examination of all natives in the
Kimberley disirict. I know the departmen-
tal attitude to a proposal of that kind; it
is that immediately an inspeetion of the
kind is sugpested, the natives will run away
and hide in the ranges. Probably that is
correct in certain circumstances, but if the
doctor st Derby, and a local identity who
had manifested some sympathy towards the
natives, had been sent out, and had iaken
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the precaution to advise the different station
managers when they would be calling, every
native within miles of the place would have
been there to be inspected. They would
have had no fear of the local doctor. If g
doctor were sent from the ecity, however, he
would be a stranger, and the natives would
regard him as one likely to order their eon-
finement to some part of the ecountry ahout
which they know nothing and desired to
know nothing. If I were told that I was to
be examined and I was afraid of being con-
fined somewhere for the rest of my life, I
would take some catching, too. Unless a
thorough inspection is mede of the natives
throughout the Kimberley district, the pres-
ent expense will recur. Only now and
again when a native is found suffering from
the disease in an advanced stage is he sent
into hospital, and the Gtovernment have then
to incur the expense of transferring him to
Darwin. Had the advice of the road boards
been adopted and an inspection made, the
whole of the affected natives could have been
shipped to Darwin at the one expense.

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [65]: I
support the remarks of the member for
Hannans (Hon. S. W. Munsie) against the
reduction of the subsidy to the infant health
centres. There was a definite underiaking
by the Government o contribute £100, pro-
vided the local authority contributed £25 to-
wards the formation and upkeep of a centre.
If the Governmen{ repudiate their part of
the contract, the loeal authorities will be
quite justified in asking that their share of
the subsidy be reduced 25 per cent. Were
that done, I do not kmow how long the in-
fant health centres could he kept open.
Those institutions have done magnificent
work. The records show that, since their
inception, infant mortality has decreased
considerably. The expenditure is amply
justified because of the medical expense that
is obviated in after years. The Government
are saving only £265 by reducing all the
centres in the State, and that is not true
economy. It means £20 to each centre, which
is not much to the Government, but is a large
sum to a centre siruggling to get contriba-
tions for its maintenance. 1 attended a
meeting of the Bunbury centre vesterday.
The institution there is hard up for funds.
With the reduction of the Government sub-
sidy, the unemployment distress prevail-
ing, and the hopelessness of appealing to
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the public for funds, it may be necessary
to close a centre in an outlying distriet. The
Bunbury centre extends its operations to
Donnybrook, and the sister there gives ad-
vice to mothers living miles inland. Thus
the centre has proved helpful, not only to
visiting mothers, but to mothers far removed
from the centre. I hope the Minister will
try to restore the £20 a year to each centre
and encourage the people who have devoted
s0 much of their time, energy and interest
to keeping those institutions open. It bas
been difficult to educate the people, and par-
ticularly the mothers, to the value of the
infant health centres, but to-day they are
beginning to realise the value. If, through
a teduction of the Government subsidy, it
becomes necessary to close some of the cen-
tres, it will be difficult to re-establish them
in future. I understood that the Hospital
Act provided that & married man receiving
less than £230 a year was entitled to free
treatment in a (overnment hospital. I
brought a case before the department of a
man who had received an aecount for £12
odd for treatment for his wife in the Bun-
bury hospital, although he had earned only
£175 in the last 12 months, The department
have advised him that he does not come
within the provisions of the Act, and have
requested him to make arrangements to pay
the amount. The Government should keep
faith with the people. Does it mean that
free treatment is not to be given in Govern-
ment hospitals, although a hospital tax is
charged? I hope the Minister will explain
the position, If people are taxed for hos-
pital treatment and are eligible to receive
treatment, they should not be worried with
accounts as that man has been.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [610]: I had
hoped that the Minister would refer to the
operation of the X-ray equipment provided
at Woorcloo Sanatorinm during the last 12
months or so. The funds were subseribed
by the patients, staff, visitors, the Wooroloo
welfare fund, and various weil-wishers. For
a long time the patients at Wooroloo have
been at & disadvantage becaunse of the ab-
sence of X-ray equipment, as it was impos-
gible to observe the progress of the disease
with any degree of certainty. A modern
X-ray plant was essential if the resident
medical officer and other medical men were
to do their best for the patients. I know
this matter is near to the heart of the Min-
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ister, I think the member for Hannans was
Minister when the Wooroloo welfare fund
and other organisations first diseussed the
matter, and we received from him consider-
able sympathy. Later a deputation waited
on his successor, the present Minister, and
he, notwithstanding the financial diffieulties
of the State, reaffirmed the promise of am
£800 subsidy towards the purchase of the
equipment. At a later stage the money was
made available. The installation of the
plant marks a big step forward in the
organisation of the institution for the treat-
ment of T.B. The eommittee, throughout
their efforts to raise the necessary money,
received the greatest assistance from the
resident medical officer, his assistant, and the
matron. Many of the staff gave of their
spare time to organise various efforts to raise
funds. It is not an easy matter in times
like the present to raise £800, but the united
efforts proved successful. The praetical
assistance rendered by the patients them-
selves was a tribute to their recogmition of
the importance of the equipment. For many
years the need for installing X-ray plant
had been recogmised. A medical man who
visited the sanatorium expressed the view
that until such eguipment was provided, it
would be impossible to give the requisite
scientific and expert attention to the patients.
[ hope the Minister will give us informa-
tion of the resuits that bave followed the
installation of the plant.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH
{Hon. C. @ Latham—York—in reply)
[7.30]: The member for Hannans has
asked me to explair some figures. This
I am unable to do. I do not understand why
the amount is shown as £1,146 brought for-
ward from the previous year in connection
with tbe entertainments tax, when for the
year before the amount was £1,400. T will
make inquiries and see what has become of
the money. We bave not changed the
gecount, and the accountant has not been
instructed to fake the figures, as suggested
by the hon. member.

Hon. 8. W, Munpsie: You admit you eannot
nnderstand the figures yourself.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: In all
probability the £89,000 shown in the second
last column under the heading of “increase®
should be shown as a decrease. The figure
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for last year was £204,499, of which we ex-
pended £197,637. From that £197,637 we
have rebated {o the hospital fund £89,062.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: How have you done
that when you have only collected £64,000%

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Some
of the money eame from more than one
source. For the first half-year we had the
amusement tax as well.

Hon., S. W. Munsie: If you add the
amusement tax to the actual amount you
eollected, you still will not get £39,000.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I make
it £88,690.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: You have given the
balance sheet showing the expenditure. That
was before you got the hospital tax.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
revenue for the last balf vear was made up
of £64,834, plus £23,856, represented by
patients’ fees. Some revenue came in from
other sources. That would not represent the
whole of the revenue.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: It is the whole of the
revenne from anything.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: From
these two sources. I am sorry the notes I
have do not set out in detail how the whole
of the revenue is made up.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: How do you show in
the revenue column an expenditure of
£108,5757

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH:
Lave spent that.

Hon. S. W, Munsie: Not from revenue.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
£89,000 was made up of money from other
scurees.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie:
revenue Estimates.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: There
is shown a rebate from the other fund.

Houn. S. W. Munsie: It shows a rebate
from the £197,000. There is still lefi
£108,000 you are supposed to have spent
from revenue.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Dur-
ing the year ended 30th June Consolidated
Revenue provided a sum of £104,204 to-
wards hospitals. During the last financial
year £47,860 was provided, and during the
current year no expenditure is debited
against the Estimates for hospital services.
For the last financial year the gross amount
drawn from Congolidated Revenue was
£71,716. Against this hospital revenue, par-
ticularly patients’ fees, produced £23,856,
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leaving a net amount of £47,860. I would
say, therefore, there are other sources of
revenue, probably in the shape of fees.

Hon, 8. W. Munsie: The Minister must
not forget that he did not receive the
£23,000. That was collected prior to the
Hospital Fund Aet coming into operation,
and it went into Consolidated Revenue,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
hospital fund produced a revenue of
£64,834., In addition there was paid into
the fund £15,247, made up of patients’ fees
collected in the hospitals that are depart-
mentally managed, making a total eredited
to the trust fund of £80,081 12s. 1d. Out
ol this amount the whole of the hospital
gervices for the half year were maintained.
At the 30th June there was a credit bal-
ance remaining in the fund of £4,254. The
fizures are difficult to follow, but when the
Auditor General’s report comes along it will
show whether the amounts have been mis-
placed or not. The Hospital Fund Aet pro-
vides that a balance sheet shall be made out
and audited and presented to Parliament
annually. I have tried to find ont when the
balance sheet will ha presented. I hope that
will be during the week, I will do my best
to ascertain how the expenditure was made
up.

Hon. 5. W. Mnnsie: The balance sheet
should show how the money was spent.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: There
were some ecomplications. During January
we had to take money out of Consolidated
Revenue for the maintenanee of our hos-
pitals. We also did this during part of
February. The first money did not eome
in until about the 10th Febrnary. There
would, therefore, he approximately eight
months during whieh these rebates would
have to be taken,

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: But you only started
on the 1st January: eight months did not
elapse by the 30th June.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
money was not available. We had to start
from nothing. The difference between what
we acteally collected and what was taken
from Consolidated Revenue had to be re-
funded to the Treasury. A good deal has
been said about infant health centres. I am
very sorry there is any necessity for a re-
duction in the vote. 'The legislation that
was pasced recently made it obligatory upon
the Government to reduce all these grants.
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[t was 8 condition of the Flan that all ad-
justable expenditure should be cut down by
20 per cent. I do not acticipate that any
infant health e¢entre will be elosed during
the year because of the reduetion.

Mr. Kenneally: They will find it hard to
keep going.

Mr. Sleeman: There is & possibility that
some centres will have to close.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I hope
not. I agree with the member for Hannans
that the cheapest method is to starf the
ckildren off well so that they will not re-
quire hospital treatment when they grow up.
A deputation representative of the variouy
bodies in the metropolitan area waited on
me the other day, and assured me that they
wounld be able to carry on during the year.
It is expected that those who have entered
into leases of buildings will be able to get
a reduction in their rents. Tf they have
borrowed money they will get a reduetion
in the rate of interest. T know of one bodv
that has borrowed money for a building.
There will be a reduction in interest is
that case. When the whole thing is ad-
justed it will not be the loss of Government
revenue that will necessitate a elasing of
any of these centres. The question is whether
the people will be able to provide their
muotas  towards the maintenance of
these ecentres. One of the places that
onght to be able to maintain an in-
fant health centre is Collie, but that
centre was closed during the vear. Per
head of the population there should be more
money in cirenlation in Collie than in any
other of our towns.

Mr. Marshall: The earning power at
Collie has been enormously redneed.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Onlv
recently, Fremantle and other places are
bravely carrying on this good work. We
shall give all the encouragement we ecan, but
the difficulty will be to get the necessarv
funds collected. T do not think there is much
room for compluint with respect to the hos-
pital at Hall’s Creek. The agreement that
was entered into there was, I think, ar-
ranged by the member for Hannans when
he was Minister.

Mr. Coverley: Yes.

The MINISTER .FOR HEALTH: We
have undertaken with these people that al-
though they have entered into an agreement
to do certain things, becanse of the legisla-
tion thet has been passed we will find them
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the amount reqnired under the Act for the
maintenance of patients who will receive
benefits therefrom. I am surprised to know
that we have not given these people some

consideration. I will look up the papers
and see what the position is.
Mr. Coverley: The depariment bave

given evasive answers to our communica-
tions.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I am
swrprised at the hon. member accepting
evasive answers.

Mr. Panton: We are surprised that you
should allow evasive answers to go out.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: [ am
not always responsible. If the hon. member
has written to me he cannot say I have not
given his letters my personal aitention.
Neither ean he say that my replies have been
evagive.

Mpr. Sleeman: Your replies are always of

‘& non-committal character.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
last time I wrote to the hon. member, he
expressed appreciation of the nature of my
reply. The X-ray plant at Wooroloo has
been in operation for some time, with great
benefit to the patients, who formerly had to
be brought to Perth for examination. The
work is now done on the spot.

Mr. Marshall : There is a human X-ray at
Wooroloo, the Chief Resident Medical
Officer.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I re-
gard him as a very good man indeed, who
has given satisfaetion to everyhody.

Mr. Marshsall: I think he is the best officer
you have.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I am
glad to hear the hon. member say that. I
have seen the plant at Wooroloo, and I un-
derstand that it is of the greatest benefit to
patients. However, it is impossible to sup-
ply at once all that is required throughout
a large State like Western Australia. Dur-
ing the administration of my predecessor a
huge amount of work was done, but we have
not now the necessary funds.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: The X-ray plant at
Wooroloo does not represent treatment.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No.

Hon, 8. W. Munsie: It gives the medieal
man opportunities to observe the progress
of cases.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes, to
watch the cases. The Government endeav-
our to administer the hospital fund as equit-
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ably as possible among the various institn-
tions. With a new scheme, however, it is
difficult to give consideration wherever it is
required. I shall hasten the production of
the balanee sheet of the fund, becaunse I re-
cognise that the Chamber is entitled to have
it.

Items, Chief Resident Medical Officer
£1,020, Assistant Resident Medical Officer
£465, Secretary £465:

Hon. P. COLLIER: These three items
show increases. I fail to understand the
figures, as I am not aware that any increases
in salaries have been pranted during recent
montha.

The Minister for Health: 1 think the in-
creases refer to the residences of the officers.
Residences are being charged for now.

Hon. P. COLLIFR: The items show sub-
stantial increases, whereas all other salaries
show substantial decreases by veason of the
reduetions which bave been made.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Emolu-
ments are now paid in cash, whereas previ-
ously house rent, for example, was given.
House rent is now included in salary.

Hon. P. Collier: And rent is being paid%?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : Yes,
rent is charged. In the case of the Assistant
Resident Medieal Officer the increase is due
to a change-over.

Hon. P. Collier: All these officers are resi-
dent?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
and the values of their residences are now
charged.

Hon. P. Collier: That applies to all three
items?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Public Health, £30,345:

Item, Infant Welfare Centres, £1,600:

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Minister seems to
think the centres will be able to carry on
during the year, but the probability is that
some of them will have to close. The reduc-
tion made in this ifem appears frivolous
relatively to Government finance generally.
There are not many clinics in the State, and
the pain will be inappreciable. The Subiaco
Municipal Council grant £100 from muni-
cipal funds to each centre, but the Fre-
mantle Municipal Couneil do not grant any-
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thing like that amount. People who have
supported the Fremantle clinie liberally in
the past are not ahle to give now. As a re-
sult the Fremantle clinic is in debt. I fear
that during this finaneial vear the institution
will have to close unless additional funds are
providted. Money might be taken from the
suceeeding item for the purposes of this one.
The hands of the Federal Government might
be forced to make a grant in respect of the
sueceeding item. Apparently the Federal
Government call the tune and this State has
to pay.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : Fre-
tmantle in the past has raised considerahle
sums for its hospitals. Knowing the diffi-
cnlties of the port, the Government took
over the responsibility for the Fremantle
Hospital and found practically the whole of
the funds required to maintain the institn-
tion. In addition, several thousands of
pounds have been paid by the Government
to meet arrears.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: But for vears the
Government gave an annual subsidy of
£6,750 to the Fremantle Hospital.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : The
present. Government have contributed to the
upkeep of the Fremantle Hospital a good
deal more than has been eollected through
the hospital tax in Fremantle.

Mr, Sleeman : Bat the Fremantle Hos-
pital, like the Perth Hospital, treats patients
from outlying distriets.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : The
vote is provided out of Consolidated Rev- -
enue, and if I went to the Treasurer a dozen
times I eould not{ at present secure more
money for it. If things improve, I shall see
what ean be done.

Item, Venereal Diseases treatment, upkeep
of eclinies, payment for medical service,
drugs, efe. £2,750:

Mr. MARSHALL: In his introductory
statement the Minister said that the Federal
Government had an agreement of an inter-
national character relating to the eontrol of
venereal disease, and that while the Federal
Government made all arrangements for treat-
ment and so forth, they left the State to foot
the bill. 'What is the exact position¥ The
State, if it has to pay, should have a say in
the making of the arrangements. The State
is better situated to deal with the matter,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : The
arrangemeni, which was made at a Geneva
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conference, refers to seafaring men at
ports. They are to be treated; and if they
are able to proceed to the mext port of call
without further treatment, they are to be
given enongh to last them to that porf. The
agreement between the State and the Com-
monwealth was that each should provide 60
per cent. of the expenditure, £2,600. This
agreement contioued until December, 1930,
when the Commonweslth notified us that
after the expiration of the finaneial year
they would be unable to make any further
payment, That left us three months in
avrears. They paid us quarterly prior to
that. When the first quarterly payment was
due, we found we had no money fo come
from the Federal authorities, for they had
cancelled the agreement without consulting
us. We had to face the position as it was
before the international agreement was
entered into. I understand there was always
some provision made for treatment of these
patients at our ports before the international
agreement was arrived at, but under that
agreement & set of conditions was laid down
ihat bad to be strictly adhered to. To-day
we are limited in our funds, due to the fact
that we had to ineur considerable expendi-

ture.

Hon. S. W. Munsie : Before the inter-
national agreement was entered into, there
was nothing to compel the State to provide
clinies.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: And
1 do not think there is anything in the inter-
national agreement to compel the State to
do so. I think it is an obligation that rests
upon the Federal Government. The fact re-
mains that the agreement has been eancelled
without consultation with the State regard-
ing the financial effect. 1n all probability
we are committed to the international
arrangement, without deriving any corres-
ponding benefit. Although we have taken
this matter up with the Federal Government
we have not secured any redress. When
Dr. Atkinson was at Canberra a few months
ago, 1 asked him to go into the question
again and in a note he submitted to me he
said—

Representutions, both in writing and per-
sonally, huve been made, but although verbal
promises have been given for a revision of
the matter, nothiug has materialised. The
department has cousequently had to review
its methods, and roduce its payments as far
as possible, seeing that the State has now to
bear the whole expense.
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We are endeavouring to maintain the whole
of the outfits we provided for this work.

Mr. Marshall; Under our laws, treatment
is compulsory.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I do
not know that it is compulsory to provide
them with free treatment.

Mr, Marshall: Seamen are subject to our
laws once they enter our ports.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I do
uot know the exact position; perbaps the
hon. member knows more about it than I do.
I have merely attempted to give the faets to
the Committee,

Hon. S. W, MUNSIE: This is rather
peculiar. The Minister hag correctly told
the Committee that the Commonwealth Gov-.
ernment agreed to provide a subsidy on the
basis of £1 for £1 up to a maximum of
£2,600. They abided by that agreement re-
ligiously, I draw the Minister'’s attention
1o the faet that last year the Government
spent £3,900. The Federal Government
have cut out the subsidy and now the Min-
ister provides £2,750 for the eurrent year,
or a reduction of £1,150. Can the Minister
give us any idea of how he will carry out
this work without the Commonwealth sub-
sidy, seeing that he has reduced his own
Estimates?

The Minister for Health: We have not
had any expenditure since June.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Hasg the Minister
consuited the Principal Medical Officer re-
garding the possibility of providing the
medical treatment specified under our laws?
Thanks to a former member for Pilbara
{Mr. Underwood}, we have the most up-to-
date laws under this heading that operate
in any part of the world. Notification of
venereal disenses is compulsory in this State.
Can the Minister provide the treaiment
ypecified in the Act in view of the reduced
vote?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes
Hitherto free treatment has been provided
for everyone suffering from these diseases.
That is not being done now, and people who
can afford to pay for treatment are required
to do so. We provide the accommodation
and charge fees accordingly. If a person
eanngt afford to pay, he will probably he
debited with the charge, but will not be
forced to pay. It is anticipated there will
be a2 considerable saving due fo the fact that
we are now levying charges. We were forced
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to do semething of the sort when the Comn-
monwealth subsidy was taken frowm us.

Mr, MARSHALL: I understand that
under our legislation treatment of venereal
diseases is to be free.

The Minister for Health: No; we went
into that phase.

M. MARSHALL: But our Act provides
that we shall provide free treatment. The
Health Act permits a medical practitioner to
levy charges and if he is not able to secure
them from the patient, he can secure a re-
coup from the Government.

The Attorney General: The only eompul-
sion is on the individual to undergo treat-
ment.

Mr, MARSHALL: And we compel him
Lo be treated free.

The Attorney General:
compel bim to be treated.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: As the
hon. member knows, these diseases are notifi-
able. We do not compel the individual to re-
ceive freatment at our clinies, but if he is not
able to secure treatment by a privite medi-
¢al man, we compel the patient to attend a
glinie. T raised this particular point with
the authorifies, but after reference to the
Aect, the Crown Law Departinent said there
was nothing definite regarding free treat-
ment,

Mr. RAPHAEL: T want the Minister to
give me an assurance regarding the matter
T dealt with earlier in the evening.

The Minister for Health: You are too late
now.

The CHAIRMAN: We are dealing with
a later item. T cannot allow the discussion.

No, we merely

Vote put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: By
way of personal explanation, I want to as-
sure the member for Victoria Park that T
am sorry I omitted to give him the informa-
tion he sought when I was replying. Money
is provided under the Hospital Fund Aet,
and £900, less 20 per cent., has been set aside
for that purpose.

Mr. Raphael: Then you are net going {o
provide anything in addition?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : No. wn
canuot afford it.

This concluded the Estimates of the Medi-
eal and Health Departments.

Department of the Attorney General
(Hon. T. A, L. Davy, Minister).

Vote—Attorney General, £72,734:

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Mon.
T. A, L. Davy—West Perth) [8.10]: I do
not think I need take up much of the time
of the Committee in general observations re-
garding the Hstimates for the Attorney
General’s Department, There may be some
matters about which some information will
be required, and where it is withih my
power to do so, I shall be pleased to fur-
njsh it. ‘The Attorney General’'s Depart-
ment is not a large revenue producer. The
principal sources of revenue, upon which it
depends for contributions to the publie
purse, are probate duty and liquor licenses,
each of which is estimated to produce some-
thing in the neighbourhood of £70,000.

Hon., A. MeCallum: What about street
betting? The fines derived from that source
represent one of the biggest items of rev-
enue,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
hon. member examines the position ecare-
fully, he will see that the department is not
compensated by a large amount. I do not
think it would be wise for any Govern-
ment to hase Estimates on the expectation
of their citizens breaking the law.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: You are collecting
about £113 a week .

Hon, A, McCallum: Proseeutions regard-
ing street betting and other offences consti-
tute one of the principal funetions nf Gov-
ernment to-day.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
think that represents quite an accurate
statement. No one would suggest that eiti-
zens have been prosecuted with a view to
raising revenue,

Hon. A. McCallom: Quite a lot of people
are making that suggestion,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Probably
those who have been prosecuted.

Mr. Kenneally: When vou are short, you
send the police out on a foraging expedi-
tion.

Mr. Marshall: That is what they say, too.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
really think the hon. member suggests any-
thine of the sort. If that accusation can
e 1nid at the doors of the present Govern.
ment, it ean be made equzlly acainst the
Lahour Government, hecause the same activ-
ities were manifest then. VWith reaard ta
probate, that represents at afl timrs a mat-
ter of guesswork. There may be a substan-
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tial variation in a particular year because
of the deaths of a number of wealthy people,
On the other hand there may be a eonsider
able reduction, because nol many peopic
bhave died.

Mr. Wells: There are not many wealthy
people to die.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Esti-
mates this year may not be 1eached, because,
for some extraordinary reason, in these hard
times people are dying with less frequency.

Hon. A, MeCallum: They cannot afford
it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In fact,
the undertakers regard the position some-
what seriously.

Hon. A. McCallum: People cannot afford
to call in the doctors.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: A sugges-
tion has been made by somewhat malicious
persons that because pecple cannot afford
te pay doctors’ fees, they are safer nowa-
days from the skill, or lack of skill, of the
medical profession. The law courts them-
selves constitute a source of revepue, and
strangely enough in hard times—perhaps I
should not say “‘strangely,” but rather “nat-
vrally’—the revenue is affected in two ways,
one adversely and one favourabily.

Mr. Sleeman: People cannot aflord to
ecnsult solicitors.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In times
such ag these, litigation is less and the fees
derived from fought cases are less. On the
other band, there are many people who can-
not pay their debts, and thus there is an
added volume of business in the Local
Courts. The expenditnre of the Af-
torney General’s Depariment is diffienlt
to reduce, There is a reduction shown in the
Estimates due to the reclassification and the
Enancial emergeney legislaiion. Retrench-
ment has been achieved where possible,
Unfortunately, we have had to reduce ex.
penditure on such things as law books, al-
though there we have taken care to keep
going all the periodieals which come in
from year fo year, since any cessation of
purchasing would make a break in the
series. One item of expenditure which
tends to Tise is the defence of destitute
persons under the Poor Persons Legal As-
sistance Aect. Naturally, at 2 time such as
this, there are far more people unable to
finance their own litization, and we have
had a very large number of requests, all
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of which have been granted in proper
cases, for assistanee fo enable persons
either to claim or to defend their rights,

Mr. Sleeman: Have you struck out
divorces

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No, we
have not struck out divorees, but when the
amount available is limited, that sum, I
think, ought to be restricted to the preserv-
ing of a person’s rights to property, or
liberty, rather than be exiended to what is
frequently the luxury of divorce.

Mr, Kemneally: Very often liberty is
concerned there, too.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It may
be, but we have had some very aston-

ishing requests in the way of appli-
cations for assistance to people to
secure divorces. I had one &ase iu

which a man, an inmate of the Wooroloo
Sanatorium, desired to be divoreed from his
wife. When I pressed him for the reason
why he wanted this divorce, he said that once,
he got the divoree he would get out and ga
home to England. Perhaps that might have)
been a very good reason, but I do not think
that, at a time like this, we ought te spend
moeney on such cases.

Hon, M. F. Troy: How could marriage
prevent him from going to England?

The Minister for Lands; He has to get
his wife’s permission before he leaves the
State.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Members
will ngree that where there is only a limited
sum available for this purpose, we must
carefully scrutinise the way in which it is
spent. 1t seems to me that expenditure on
defending people charged with crime, whick
might mean imprisonment, or to enable peo-
ple to assert some genuine claims to pro-
perty or money, or expenditure to enable
persons to defend their rights, is very much
more imjrortant than that we shounld spend
it on litization for a change of status as 2
citizen. However, if circumstanees show that
failure to seeuve a divorce will infliet
havdship, we approve. I think I need
say nothing more of a general nature
on these Estimates. T will be pleased
to an=wer questions that may be asked me.
I should point out, however, that these Esti-
mates were prepared and set up in print
hefore the Finoncial Emergency Aet was
passed; therefore members will notice that
the reduetion in the columns is the reclassifi-
eation reduetion, and that the additional re-
duction brought ahout hy the TFinancial
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Emergency Act appears in a separate figure
in the second last line of page 59, the amount
being £6,574. That necessarily has fo be
added to the reclassification reduction in
order to bring it up to the 18 per cent., 20
per eent., and 22% per cent. respectively,

HON. J. ¢. WILLCOCK (Geraldton)
[8.207: T do not propose to diseuss these
Estimates at any length, but I did think the
Government would have had something to
say in regard to the amalgamation of the
electoral rolls. The State rolls are controlled
hv this department. The previous Govern-
ment made three attempts to secure an
amalgamation of the rolls, Federal =and
State. It wounld have meant a very consid-
erable convenience to a great number of
people, and would have saved the joint {ax-
payers, Commonwealth and State, a large
amount of money. The legislation intro-
duced for the purpose by the previous Gov-
ernment was rejected, I think, purely as
the result of political party prejudice. I
can see no other reason for it. While, per-
haps, that might have been justified at that
stage, 1t can by no means be justified at this
stage, when we have to take every coneeiv-
able step towards efficiency and economy.
The amaigamalion of the rolls would mean
a very considerable difference in the cost
of printing and stationery, and would afford
great convenience to the electors. It has
been achieved in every other State in the
Commonwealth, and there is ne reason why
it should not be achieved in this State. It
is only a matter of bringing down a Bill
to give the Government power to make the
necessary arrangements. Just as the neces-
sary papers in regard to the State Savings
Bank have been in the office of the Treas-
urer, so, in regard to the amalgamation of
the rolls, the whole thing could be taken up
and ecarried throngh within two or three
weoks, for probably very little time would
be required to put the neeessary Bill through
Parliament. Naturally, the officers and staff
in the State Electoral Office would have
their rights and interests preserved. The
services of the Chief Eleetoral Officer for
the State no doubt would be availed of by
the Commonwealth in the event of the rolls
heing amalgamated. The Government shauld
give serious attention to this projeet. As
I say, I was disappointed when the Min-
ister failed to give us any indication of the
intentions of the Government in this respect.
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One other matter which the Minister did
not touch upon is the question of legal costs
which lawyers are entitled to claim. Thera
is, of course, a set seale of fees, and 10 or
12 years ago the Executive Council gave ap-
proval to amended Supreme Court rules en-
titling lawyers to charge 20 per eent. more
than the fees set out in the scale. A time
of finaneial stress such as the present is an
opportune time to repeal that provision for
the 20 per cent. inerease which was allowed
10 or 12 years ago. I notice it is estimated
that the revenue from liquor licenses will be
increased by £15,000.

Hon. I’. Collier: That is impossible,

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: T, too, think
it is impossible, but it is here set down in
cold print. Perhaps it ineludes soms pro-
posed increased taxzation of licenses. If so,
the Premier undoubtedly should give the
House the information. But I do not think
it could have been in the Treasurer's mind
to impose increased taxzation on liguor
licenses, else he would have told us some-
thing about it. If there is to be no inereased
taxation, I cannot see the slightest possi-
bility of the Government receiving £15,000
more from liquor licenses than they received
last year. At a time like this, when the
spending capaeity of the people is serigusty
reduced, there does not seem to me any pos-
sibility of this estimated increased revenue,
being received. It may be a clerical ervor,
but the forecast is here in the Estimates. In
going round the country, particularly in my
own electorate, I learn that the hotelkeepers
are finding it almost impessible to earry on,
They have to pay an ineerased excise duty
on beer, the sales tax has risen from 2} per
cent, to 6 per cent, and their turnover hans
substantially decreased. So, as I say, I see
no chance of the Government realising this
estimate of increased revenue.

The Minister for Railways: There was
something wrong with last year's collec-
tions,

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: Did not the
estimated amount of revenue come in?

The Minister for Railways: T am judging
by the previous year's collections. There
was a tremendous falling off last year.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK : Naturally. These
days, with thousands of men out of work,
and consequently with no loose spending
silver, ligitor is a positive luxury.

Mr. Angelo: Would it not come in as taxa-
tion?
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Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK : There is a mini-
mum margin of 5 per cent. on the gross pro-
ceeds; that is the only taxzation.

The Attorney General: But it depends on
the sales.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: No, it depends
on the annual rental value. If a man is pay-
ing £1,000 in rent, the minimum license fee
is £100, but if 5 per cent. of his purchases
amounts to £100, he has to pay an exira
amount.

The Attorney General: But these licenses
depend on sales, nothing else.

Houn. J. C. WILLCOCK: No. I went into
this matter the other day in my own elee-
torate, and I found that the minimum license
fee is more than the 5 per cent. of the licen-
see’s purchases. )

The Attorney General: There may be a
few such cases.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK : In these times,
with a decreased turnover, the licensees find
that the minimum license fee is just about
equal to 5 per cent. of their purchases. Of
course it would make very little difference.
However, the Minister for Railways thinks
there was something woefully astray in the
small revenue derived last year. I think it
is only natural in this luxury trade, which
largely depend’s on a man’s loose silver.

The Minister for Railways: But there was
sueh a large reduetion.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: It was pretty
heavy, but if the hon. member were asked fo
say whether it was not to be expected, he
would reply that it was. It is common know-
ledge that the trade done in city hotels is
not half as great as it was two years ago.
Naturally the revenve will be decreased by
something like that amount. There is no
occasion for surprise that the revenue from
licenses should decrease by 25 per cent.
There is reason for surprise that the Trea-
surer should anticipate an inerease of over
25 per cent. from licenses this year. The
Minister referred to the amount of money
available for the defence of destitute per-
sons. I suppose we may take it for granted
that if an increased amount is reguired, it
will be provided within the limits of the
policy laid down by the Minister.

The Attorney General: We will not allow
any just cause to go undefended.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK : The expenditure
last year was £224 and the amount estimated

[ASSEMBLY.]

this year is £100. I am glad to have the as-
surance of the Attorney General that no just
case will go undefended.

MR, MARSHALL: (Murchison) [8.32]:
Iv these times when the Government are so
desirous of economising, (hey might well
give attention to the sum of over £2,000
paid to the licensing board out of Consoli-
dated Revenve. I admit that there is shown
& recoup reeoverable from the Licensing
Compensation Fund of £24:38. Many mem-
bers believe ibat the board have rendered,
valuable service to the State. With that 1
agree, hut the board have ontlived their use-
fulness. In rendering the State service, the
hoard have made many seripus mistakes.
I do not know how much money remains in
the compensation fund, but 12 months ago
1t was only a small amount, and the whole
cost of the board will hecome a burden on
{he taxpayers. The time is opportune to
abolish the hoard. They have not performed
the service that some members imagine, An
unfair comparison is often made heiween
the liguor trade under exisiing legislation
and under the old law., TWhen the board
come into existenee they had new legislation
te work under, and the extra powers con-
ferred and the reforms insisted upon made
it possible for them to improve the trade.
T helieve we would have got equally good
service from the licensing magistrates had
they had similar legislation to work under.
The hoard will become a financial burden
that we eannot afford. No money is being
peid into the compensation fund now, Pay-
ments to it ceased three or four years ano;
econsequently there hasx been a drain on the
fund. T think the Attorney General must
admit that little money remains in the fund.
1 object to the Licensing Board developing
into & board of architects, They possess
no professional knowledge and yet they set
out to stipulate what sort of building shall
be erected, where the windews shall be sifu-
ated, and what size the rooms shall be, just
to make themselves appear to be of some
importance, At Wiluna a licen-ee was com-
pelled to add six rooms to his premises, He
a-ked the permission of the boarid and, after
much trouble, obtained it, The hoard de-
manded plans and specifications. One wounld
think that Wilupa was an up-to-date city
with architerts, surveyors, necountants and
everything else, instead of a =mall town of
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a couple of hundred people. Btill ihe
board had to appear important and they
demanded plans and specifications.  'Who
was to draft them, goodness only knows.
There was no one at Wiluna to do it. Even-
tuaslly plans and specifications were ob-
tnined, and provision was made for win.
dows to be opposite the doors, which was
the right thing in such a climate in order to
get a current of air. The board, however,
objected, and insisted on the windows being
placed immediately alongside the doors. I
wish the three members of the board could
be locked in one of those rooms on a bot
summer day. They interfere in matters that
they know nothing about and act as perse-
estors. In my electorate some years ago
they visited a little town having two hotels.
One bad eight permanent boarders and was
making a profit of £700 a year; the other
bad no boarders and was showing a loss.
Those faets were placed before the board,
but the board closed the popular hotel and
allowed the other to continue. Thut is the
sort of treatment we have received from the
board. The warden in my electorate has a
better knowledge of the hotel requirements
of the distriet than ihe board have or are
over likely to have. Apart from those con-
siderations, the cost of the board is too
great. The licensing magistrates could do
the work equally well under the existing
lew. The board would never have seeured
the improvements in the trade if they had
had to work under the old law. Their suc-
cess has been entirely due fo the greater
powers conferred by the existing Aet. If
the board went ont of existence to-morrow
they would never be missed. The licensing
magistrates could do tho work beifer,
ezpecially in places far removed from the
city. In the metropolitan area the magis-
trates are more fully occupied than are the
wardens in the country, and the board might
be more suitable there. The wardens are
closely in touch with the requirements of
the district, the climatic conditions and the
(esires of the people, and ean cater for them
hetter than the board, who put in most of
their time in the larger centres. I should
like the Attorney General to say how mueh
mwoney is left in the compensation fund.
Assuming the fund has been exhausted, do
the Government intend that the expense of
maintaining the board shall be east upon
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the taxpayers? If so, I shall oppose the
continvance of the board.

The Minister for Railways: The whole
three members have had guldfields experi-
ence and know something about it.

My, MARSHALL: I could give the Min-
ister instances of their work such as I have
quoted of Wiluna. There was much corres-
pondence about the Wiluna ecase, but the
board had their own way.

HON. M. F. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [8.43]:
Contrary to the member for Murchison, I,
must speak & good word for the Licensing
Board. The board are the servants of Par-
liament and of the State, and when we find
them doing good work, we should support
them. Despite the experience of the hon.
member, I find that the board have dong
good work in raising the standard of hotels
generally.  Throughout the back country
there is a distinet improvement in the aesom-
modation of hotels, in their cleanliness, and
in the general control.

Hon. P. Collier: They were dog kennels
in years gone by.

Mr. Marshall: That was under the old law.
Now you have the new law.

Hon. M. ¥. TROY: I think the Govern-
ment who created the board should be com
mended on what has been achieved for the
country. In the past the administration was
unsatisfactory, and it is a striking fact that
to-day there is less dissatisfaction regarding
the licensing law in the back country than
ever there was. In the old days complaints
against the magistrates were many, but in
the last few years I have noted an utter ab-
sence of complaints among the people who
come into contact with the board. That is
the best indication as to whether the board
are giving satisfactory service or otherwise.
If, as the member for Murehison says, the
magistrates were competent to do this work,
why did they not do it when it was thein
work? Magistrates administered the Licen-
sing Act for many years,

Hon W. D, Johnson: Not this Act.

Hon. M. 1. TROY: They administered
the licensing laws of the country.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: They could only
carry out the law as it stood.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The magistrates were
also assisted by justices, Frequently the de-
cistons given were unsatisfactory. I know
of an instanee in which two justices, prob-
ably not altogether disinterested, upset the
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decision of a magisirate in respect of the
granting of u license. Licenses were granted
which ought not to have been granied.

The Attorney General: Justices used to
demand the right to sit on the bench when
particular licensing applications were com-
ing along.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The administration
was very unsatisfactory. This board has
done magnificent work. There has heen an
ntter absence of complaint in the back coun-
try. Mistakes have been made, because it is
only human to make mistakes, but in the
main, members of the board have done good
work. They have insisted upon the standard
of accommodation and comfort at hotels
heing materially raised. There is a clean-
liness about these establishments which did
not pertain in the old days. A magisirate
was not as independent as is this board. A!
local man comes into contact with loeal peo-
ple by reason of his living amongst them,
When a man is living amongst people he
cannot be altogether unbiassed. This board)
is a very independent organisation, and ig
entirely removed from the environments to
which magistrates are subject. Environment
has a considerable influence upon our actions.
The change has been a good one for West-
ern Australia, and so far as I ean see the
results have been very beneficial.

MR, ANGELQO (Gascoyne) [848]: I am
glad to hear the remarks of the member for
Mt. Magnet. T have frequently had to
travel aronnd Western Australia, and have
often noticed the remarkable change in the
conditions associated with country hotels. I
have also taken visitors from the Eastern
States into different couniry rentres, and
they have remarked that our hotels are bet-
ter than anything thev have in the other
States. It appears to me that the hoard
have a good influence upon the trade. When
a man is granted a license it is made clear to
bim that he enjoys a monopoly for a certain
section of the country, or portion of a town
or for the town itself. In return for that
monopoly he is made to nnderstand he must
provide for the travelling public. How
many of our ecountry hotels earried out their
duties hefore the advent of the board? We
ought to congratulate the board on the ex-
cellent work they have done, not only in the
country but in keeping our metropolitan
hotels up to standard until, for their size,
they are equal to unything in Australia,

[ASSEMBLY.]

HON. A, McCALLUM (South Freman-
tle) {8.50]: I appreciate the work done
by this board. I have travelled a great deal
over Australia during the last few years,
and say without hesitation that our eountry
hotels are easily the best in the continent.
The present Act is different from the old
one. I had some experience on the Licensing
Bench in Perth for many years, sitting with
local magistrates. Our present Act gives
great power, and gives the board wide fune-
tions and anthority, that the old Act did
not give. Those who talk of Lhaving men of
jocal influence and local knowledge on the
bench to deal with Licensing matters are
really advocating the worst thing that it is
possible to have when dealing with licensing
problems.  The local element is the worst
feature of a licensing court. Particalarly is
this so in small communities such as we
have. The bench used to be comprised of g
magistrate and two justices. They lived in
the community. They were the friends of
those who held the licenses and they mixed
with them in their daily lives. Those inter-
ested in the trade ¢ame before the bench,
and when decisions were given, these were
discussed in the community in which the
justices lived. Those who were on the hench
were part of the community although they
sat upon the bench. It makes the position
of a local bench very diffieult and makes
their lives as eitizens almost intolerable. The
local element is a wrong one to have in a
licensing eourt. A State-wide court is the
best that could be devised for the control of
all licensing matters, The proposal has fre-
quently been advanced that the counrt should
be limited to one individmal. I hope the
Government will never try to bring that
about. Some people advocate that one man
should have charge of the whole of the
licensing  business. We all koow in
this Chamber, that when we have been dis-
cussing licensing questions a great deal of
influence has been brought to bear upon all
members. Even when it has been a question
of only a small amendment that has been
hrought down we know the force of ountside
influence that is brought to bear. We also
know the pessibilities that are open in con-
neetion with this trade if once it were placed
in the hands of a single individual. Whether
the individual was one who would listen to
reason, or was as siraight and honourable as
it was possible for a man to be, there wonld
be all sorts of rumours and innuendoes fol-
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lowing npon his decisions. The eommunity
could not bhave confidence in any one indi-
vidual such as is possible in the case of a
bench of three. The problem is a diffieult
one. So many interests have to be met. The
trade enters into the life of such a big see-
tion of the community. It is essential that
the board should be composed of men whose
decisions will be beyond reproach, and that
the public should have the greatest possible
confidence in them. If we have a bench com-
prising one man, he ¢ould not command that
confidence which a bench of three can do.
The cost may be a little more, but the cost
is not so muech a Governmental one, becaunse
the trade pays a certain percentage of the
salaries given to members of the beneh. Even
if all the money had to come out of revenue,
the work being done by the hoard, and thg
need there is for having a eocurt that is abso-
lutely independent and above suspicion,
would warrant the expenditure of the money.
I do not say the court has not made mistakes.
Its members would not be human if they did
not make mistakes. So long as anyone tries
toe do anything, he is sure to make mistakes.
As has often been said, the only individuals
who do not err are those who do nothing.
As soon as people attempt to do anything
thev are surc to make mistakes. This hoard
has done good work both in the ¢ity and in
the countrv. The law has proven & prettyv
effestive one. It would be a grave mistake
to make any alteration to the constitution

of this bhoard.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. A. L. Davy—West Perth—in reply)
[8.55]: I agree with the member for South
Fremantle that it would be a great mistake
to revert to the old system. If we are to
have our licensing laws properly adminis-
tered and controlled, and a continuity of
policy in the administration of the law, we
must have a certain amount of eceniralisa-
tion. We could perhaps devise a schemdq
whereby we could have one member of the
licensing bench who, with local men, eonld
constitute the eourt in each place. We
might then get continnity. T am also in-
clined to agree that to impose the whole
duty of administering these laws upon one
individual might be a little risky. This
board has undoubtedly done good and im-
portant work. That is by no means, as sug-
gested by the member for Murchison, en-
tirely due to the new law. The old licensing
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magistrates had ample powers. The amend-
ments of the Jaw consisted largely of the
introduction of the licenses redunction por-
tion of the Act. The old law gave the licens-
ing magistrates full power to insist upon
proper buildings, and the due observance
of the obligations of the licensed vietnaller
towards the publie, quite apart from the en-
joyment of his rights, In faet, if there had
heen one central authority administering the
old Licensing Aect, it is quite likely there
would never have been n new Licensing Act,
The hoard consists of three human beings,
and that is enough to show that they must
have made mistakes. I remember being told
on one oecasion, when the licensing magis-
trates were inspecting a northern hotel dur-
ing very hot weather, that after doing their
work very thoroughly they told the plump
and good-natured lady licensee that every-
thing was verv nice, but that she really must
zet a bath-heater installed. The lady threw
up her hands and said, “Bath-heater! We
have to put ice in the water before we can use
it.” Xo doubt this was so as the water sup-
ply ran through pipes on the surface for
about half a mile. Thaf is a mistake thaf
may have been made at times. No doubt
the memhers of the bench enjoyed the joke
against them as much as the lady did.

Mr. Marshall: How much is there in tha
ecompensation fund?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Not much
more than enough to keep going for this
vear.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: About £1,000.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The time
in not far distant when the expense of thq
court will have to come back upon revenue,
but whilst the money is there it might as
well he used. It would be impossible to try
to distribute the surplus funds amongst those
who might claim a share of them, but whilst
the money iz there we might as well use it
for this purpose. With regard to the joint
rolls, I am anxious to see them established.
T do not agree that the measore which has
been referred to was defeated because of
any guestion of party prejudice. There
were certain difficulties connected with it
which caused it to be shelved. I do mot see
how party could enter into it.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Nor could we.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Then why
suggest it?



4724

Hon. P. Collier: Two or three members
over there led the QOpposition fo it for party
reasons.

The ATTORNEY GEXERAL: I do not
think the Leader of the Opposition wounld
suggest that when we were in Opposition
we were accustomed blindly to oppose ail
legislation,

Hon. J. C. Willeock: It was not in this
House.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have
not an intimate tecinjeal knowledge of the
mysteries of another place, but I say it is
a commonsense thing, when two particular
Aeis can reasonably be combined and ad-
ministered by one body, that this ought to
be done, 1 am not keen on seeing the joint
Electoral Department handed over to the
Commonweslth. )

Hon. J. C. Willcock: Ounly in conneetion
with the rolls.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Almost
every single thing the Commonwealth do,
they do more extravagantly than the State.
1 fear that if this matter is handed over
to the Commonwealth, and the rights of
State officers are eonserved, we shall get the
some department with double the staff and
double the expense,

Hon. J. C. Willeock: That is the casc
now.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. 1
want to see the work delegated by the Com-
monwealth to the State. That is the end
I am aiming at. Let the rolls be done by
cur depariment, who do everything in a
much simpler and more economical manner
than the Commonwealth. The next point
raised by the member for Geraldton was
lawyers’ costs. 1 hope {hat in the course
of next week there will be a “Gazette” nofice
setting forth considerable reduetions, The
delay is due to the faet that one set of eosts.
litigious costs, is regulated by the judges
only, while another set, conveyancing ecosts,
iz fixed by the judges and the Barristers’
Board in eonjunction. I anticipate that the
“Gazette” notice will show a substantial re-
duction in both seis of costs. For  legal
aid to poor persons, there is a small sum
on the Estimates; but the Chamber can
rest assured that if there is any money for
anything, no just case will be denied relief.
The legal profession have gallantly played
their part in making the administration of
the new law a suceess.

" duty.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. J. C. Willeoek: That is so.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Where
there is an urgent case, a competent praeti-
tioner bas invariably been found prepared,
on receipt of a telephone message, to rush
in and do the job. I wish to express wy
appresiation of the manner in which the
members of the profession have done their
It was their moral duty; but they
have assurned it legally, and have played
the game remarksbly well. This applies
especially to half & dozen practitioners who
buve spared neither time nor efiort to see
that persons were properly represented in
civil as well as in eriminal eases. In a re-
cent case a person charged with a serious
erime was, at short notice, defended thor-
oughly well by a young lawyer; in faet,
so well that I sent the lawyer a letter of
appreciation. The man was duly convicted,
but only after every single thing that could
be advanced in his favour had been ade-
goately stated. It is most important that
no person should appear in the dock on an
important eharge without a thoroughly ade-
guate defence being offered.

Item, Magistrates, £9,540:

Mr. ANGELOQO: Last year there were 16
magistrates, and this year there is the same
rumber. Some time ago the Government
withdrew the magistrate from Carnarvon on
the score of economy. I do not see much
economy in this item. The Gascoyne dis-
trict made a protest; but when the Attorney
General gave an assurance that the with-
drawal was solely on the ground of economy
and would be only temporary, no further
complaint was made. Still, the Vote shows
tive additional elerks, representing an in-
crease of £1,405, as against a decrease of
only £1,156 in the salaries of magistrates.
The Guscoyne is & highly important distriet,
and now has to be satisfied with an ocea-
sional visit from the Geraldton magistrate.
Why has it been necessary to provide five
additional clerks while retaining the orig-
inal number of magistrates? I ask the
Attorney General to restore the Carnarvon
magistrate as speedily as possible. That
official has to deal with not only eases from
Carnarvon, hut eases from a huge district
ronning back nearly to Meekatharra and
containing 15,000 people.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: At the
time the magistrate was withdrawn, if that
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is the proper word, from Carnarvon, there
was a terrific congestion in the metropolitan
courts, Cases representing about a year’s
work had aceumulated, and it became neces-
sary to have another magistrate for the
purpose of clearing up arrears. The reason
for the arrears is that when people are
poorer then they were, more peity legisla.
fion arises, more summonses are issued.
When I looked around to see where a magis-
trate could be spared, I noticed that Car-
narvon was doing only the tiniest amount
of work. TUpon consulting the magistrate
as fo whether the continuanne of a full-time
magistrate for that place was neees-
sary, 1 was informed that it was not.
When 1 further investigated whether
the Geraldton magistrate could work Car-
narvon as well as Geraldton and the other
centres visited by him, he said, “Of course I
could” One must move with the times.
There Yis an aeroplane service which takes
the magistrate in three or four hours from
Geraldton to Carnarvon. He needs to go to
Carnarvon only rarely. The (Government
have never withdrawn the magistrate from
Carnarvon, but have merely decided that
there, as in other parts of the State, one
officer shall work various towns. There are
still 16 magistrates, but it is quite on the
cards that the number will be redneed in the
near future. The Act relating to stipendiary
magistrates will, I hope, be proclaimed
almost immediately. The measure will not
cover the whole of the 16 magistrates, pro-
vision being made for only 13, as it would
be quite unswitable to appoint stipendiary
magistrates at two or three centres where
the resident medical officer exercises magis-
terial funetions as well. The inerease in the
number of clerks is apparent, not real. Five
or giz of the clerks are not employed by tha
Crown Law Department, but are on loan
elsewhere. I had hoped to reduce the num-
ber, but the local court work has increased
tremendously during these strenuous times,
because of the huge amount of petty litiga-
tion. On the other hand, Supreme Court
work has tended to fall off The Crown
Law Department has always been so well
administered—I say this without flattery of
my predecessor—that it is highly diffienlt {o
discover how economies ean be made apart
from reduction in salaries.

Ttem, Associates, £960:

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: Provision is
made for four associates, and also for four
ushers. Have the Government in mind the
appointment of o fourth judge? I do not
wish at this stage to say anything regarding
the vacaney caused by the death of the late
Chief Justice, nor shall T at this opportunity
congratulate the present Chief Justice, who
I helieve will follow in the steps of his pre-
decessor—and that is saying a great deal.
For some considerable time before the ap-
pointment of the last judge, three judges
were able to carry on. The Attorney Gen-
eral has said repeatedly that under present
conditions there is a greater amount of petty
litigation, but that the big cases dealt with
by the Supreme Court judges have decreased
considerably.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The inten-
tion iz not to make an appointment just at
the moment. It is so refreshing to be able to
save a little money by not making an ap-
pointment, that we are tempted not to do it.
T think, however, it would be highly unde-
sirable to endeavour to establigh it as a per-
manency that there shall be only three judges.
One cannot constitute a proper court of
appeal with three judges. Particularly is
thut the ease when there is a conrt of erim-
inal appeal. If there are only two judges
sitting as a court of eriminal appeal and
they happen to disagree, the horrible posi-
tion arises that the man who has been con-
vieted finds, on appeal, one of the judges
expressing the cpinion that he ought to be
let off, and the other expressing the contrary
opinion. That is most undesirable because
in sueh ocircumstances the original verdict
stands,  Therefore it would be wrong to
have only three judges as a permaneney.
For the moment the Government have been
shelving the issue in order te save money.
Perhaps we ean go on doing that for the
time being-

Vote put and passed.

This concluded the Estimates of the At-
torney General’s Department.

Depariment of Public Works and Labour
{Hon. J. Lindsay, Minister).

Vote — Public
£24,655

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Lindsay—Mt. Marshall) [9.15]: I agree

TPorks and Buildings,
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with other hon. members who have said that
Estimates are hard to understand. I said so
on the first oceasion I dealt with them in this
House, and T have reported that statement
on every occasion the Estimates have heen
hefore Parliament since T have been a mem-
ber. Although I have had the advantage
of advice of departmental under-secretaries
and accountants, T am not quite sure that
I understand them vet. It puts me in mind
of my reading of “Hansard” manv vears ago
when Eatimates were being dealt with. At
that time the memher for Albany was the
late Mr, R, T. Robinson. He was heckled
somewhat, but Mr. Rohinson explained that
it was his first attempt to deal with the Esti-
mates and, while apologising for the fact
that he was a new member, he asserted that
he did not qnite understand them. The
member for Hannans (Hon. 8. W, Munsie)
interjected that he had been in Parliament
for many yesrs longer tham Mr. Robinsen
but could not understand them himself.

Hon. P. Collier: Estimates are not pre-
pared to be understood; vou wounld never
get them through if they were thoroughly
understood.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Es-
timates this year show a considerable redue-
tion. They deal with many other depart-
ments as well as the Public Works Depart-
ment, The Estimates are so intermixzed as
between departments that the reduetion is
more apparent than real,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Yes, 76 per cent.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
Jjust why I want to give hon. members some
information. I do not want them to think
it is possible for one department to affect
a Teduction of 76 per cent. The total Esti-
mates for the year 1929-30 amounted to
£113,998 and in the following year to
£100,520—not a very great reduction. The
real reduction in the latter year was in con-
nection with works and maintenance. In
1931 the Government entered into a new
agreement with the Federal Government, the
effect of which was to amend the original
Federal Aid Roads Agreement. The out-
come of the amended agreement was to re-
duce the expenditure from revenue by
£32,000. Again, in that year the grants to
local governing bedies had to be reduced,
and that accounted for another £21,000. In
those two items alone a large proportion of
the reduction of £91,041 is aceounted for.
Furthermore, there was the departmental
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reorganisation. Since I became Minister for
Works there have been some changes in the
department. The Railway Construetion
Branch has been removed from the Works
Department to the Railway Dcpartment.
The effect of that was to reduce the expen-
diture and also the revenue of the YWorks
Department.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: And auntomatieally
railway construetion ceaszed.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: The pro-
hability is that if I had thought that in the
future there would have been money avail-
able for railway construction, the transfer
would not have been quite so easy.

Hon. P. Collier: What has bappened to
the railway construction officers; have they
been retired or transferred to the Railway
Department ¢

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A gaving
of £3,100 was effected in the department by
the transfer of those particular officers to the
Railway Department. ’

Hon. P. Collier: What are those officers
doing there?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Minister for Railways will be able to answer
that question; I cannot do so. It will be
seen that the Estimates for this year under
the heading of FEngineering, Architectural,
Clerical and General, total £74,751. The
Estimates also show the amounts provided
for other departments. In that regard I
must, as I did last year, apologise for the
appearance of figures in the increase column
instead of in that velating to decreases. The
figures given as increases should really ap-
pear as decreases. There has heen a mis-
print. '

Hon. A, McCallum: You have saved your-
self; we had it marked.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
real reduction is shown on the last page,
For the year 1930-31 the expenditure to-
talled £48,643. This year the estimated ex-
penditure is £24,655. That expendi-

ture is allocated as follows:—Salar-
ies, £4,880; wages, £2,080; money ex
pended on works. £11,2756; and the

amount of money provided for buildings,
£6,420. The Works Department spends a
fair amount of money from the Sale of Gov-
ernment Property Trust Fund and also from
Loan Funds for other departments. The
position is that last year the money ex-
pended from revenue on public works and
buildings amounted to £48,648; the operat-
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ing expenses on other hydraulic undertak-
ings, £24,326; and the operating expenses on
the goldfields water supply, £128,038, making
a total of £201,012. The expenditure on
other bhydraulic undertakings refers to the
operating and other expenses incurred in the
running of various town water supplies not
controlled by water boards, and the mainten-
ance of drains and irrigation works. The
expenditure from the Sale of Government
Property Trust Fund totalled £114,401 and
the expenditure from Loan Funds, £324,511,
making a grand total of £639,924. The loan
expenditure does not include railway con-
struction, these works baving been handed
over to the control of the Railway Depart-
ment about the middle of last year. The
only works of magnitude carried on during
the year were—

£
Fremantle Harbour Works—recon-
struction and renewals of wharves,
and supply of additional ga.ntry
loaders . 46,265
Geraldton Harbour Works .. 45,000
Geldfields Water Bupply—recondition-
ing and deviations of the 30in.
maing . .. 17,000
The new works put in hand included—
Construction of Harvey u-ngatmn
works . . 39,364
Waroona irrigation work 26,000

Wellesley River canalisation works 14,772
Drainage at North Coolup .. 3,378
Herdsman's Lake drainage, ete. .. 9,098

Owing to the shortage of funds, it was not
possible to undertake the erection of any
buildings other than minor works. It was,
of counrse, necessary to curtail the staff. The
number of officers, both permanent and tem-
porary, in the employ of the department on
the 1st July, 1930, was 351, and on the 1st
July, 1931, 254. The expenditure on salaries
last year was £100,529, while for the pre-
vious year it ambunted to £113,988. Tt must
be remembered that when an officer is re-
tired payments do not in all instances eease
immediately. Obligations have been ineurred
with regard to recreation and long-service
leave, and at times retiring allowances and
pensions have to be provided for. The
amount paid in lien of leave to officers re-
tired last year was £5,143,

Hon. P. Collier: Does that expenditure
on wages and salaries inelude main road ex-
penditare?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
money is apportioned out in various diree-
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tions but the Main Road Estimates are not
ineluded.

Hon. P. Collier: They are separate,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: So far
as I am aware, yes,

Hon. P. Collier: At any rate, those Esti-
mates are not included in these.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I as-
surae they will be before the House in an-
other way; I am not quite sure.

Hon. P. Collier: Well, we must have them
in some form.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Quite
so. The reduced evpenditure this year is

made up as follows :—
£
Saving due to retircments and trans-
fer of Railway Construction Branch 16,850
Saving under reclassification .. 5%20
Saving under Finaneial Fmergency

Aet . . 7,052
Other (onaequentlal sa\mg'= 5,337
34,559

Less inereascs—Director of Works,
ete. .. . .. 1,729
Showing a net saving .. .. £32,830

There is, as members will appreciate, little
voom for economy in the direction of re-
trenchment in the staff charged with the
maintenance of the Goldfields Water Supply
and other hydraulic undertakings. The staff
required for collecting reverme has to be
maintained and cannot be rednced to any
extent. The estimated gross expenditure for
this year, after allowing for reductions in
consequence of the reclasgifieation, is £74,751,
and after making reductions under the Fin-
ancial Emergency Aect, it is estimated at

£67,699. The amount is allocated as fol-
Iows:—
£
Transfer to Loan Account .. 30,312
Transfer to Sale of Government Pro-
perty Trust Account 5,062
Further reductions made for servmes
rendered for the Metropolitan
Water Supply Department, Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust, trading
concerns, Main.Roads Board, Plant
suspense account, Workers’ Homes
Board, and Lands Department .. 4,716
Transfer to Goldfields Water Supply
revenue section 9,699
Loan water supply unﬂertakmgs .. 2300
Other hydraulic undertakings, rev-
enue 2,531
Loan Funds, hyﬂrau]m sectlon 8,209
£62,819
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The total transfer of £62,.819 leaves, as a
charge to Consolidated Revenue, £4,880, the
amount charged to revenue last year heing
£7,617. The total provision on the Revenne
Estimates for public works and buildings,
inelnsive of salaries, is £24,655, being a de-
crease of £23,993. Then there is £118,192
on account of the Goldfields Water Supply
nndertakings, a decrease of £0,846, and
£21,731 in respect of other hydraulic under-
takings, 2 saving of £2,505. Thus the total
provision amounts to £164,578, which is a
rednction equivalent to approximately 223
per cent., not the large percentage indicated
in the summary of the Estimates. The
amount collected by the public works section
of the department last vear was £35,894,
whereas this year the estimated revenue will
amount to £18,000 only. The reduetion is
mainly due to the fact that the Railway De
partment has taken over the construction
of three lines and took credit for the freight
receipts earned whilst the lines were under
eonstruction, The Goldfields Water Supply
receipts last year totalled £161,602, and the
estimate for this year is £170,000, Although
the collections from country lands decreased
last year, the revenue from the mining in-
dustry increased. The revenuve derived from
other hydraulic undertakings last year was
£39,424, while the estimated revenue for this
year is £45,000. The arrears of water rates
from district water supplies, excluding ex-
tensions from the Goldfields Water Supply
scheme, on the 30th June of this year totalled
£21,625, az compared with £3,270 on the
30th June, 1930. That indicates the diffi-
culttes under which settlers are labouring
in order to meet their commitments. When
speaking the other evening on the Revenue
Estimates, the Premier referred to the road
to Yanchep Caves as being constructed fo &
pleasure resort. The Estimates provide
£20,000 for that road.

Mr. Sampson interjected.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It will
not be on the Loan Estimates. The money
does not come from lean funds. The Leader
of the Oppeosition referred to that point and
I assume for the moment that the position
is in order. It will be seen from the Esti-
mates that they include provision for the sal-
ary of the Director of Public Works and the
Chairmar of the Main Roads Board. Al-
though a good deal has been said about the
road to the Yanchep Caves, I have visited
the loeality on two oecasions with the mem-
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ber for the district (Mr. Thorn) and Mr.
Millington, The loeal authority took us round
and showed us some very fine land. The Tea«
son why T authorised the construction of that
road was, not to open up the caves or pro.
vide a pleasnre resort, hut for the purpose
of opening up the land T bad inspected in
order to assist those on that Jand, and others
who will he taking up more of it, to hring
it under production. I have all the neces-
sary information relating to the items, and
I will do my hest to answer any questions.

Mr. Hegney: Would that road he elasced
as a development road?

The MINISTER TOR WORKS: Yes, I
would so class it.

Hon, A. McCallum: What are you going
to do about the Main Roads Board BEsti-
mates ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
know. I do not remember those Fstimates
ever being here.

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

HON., A, McCALLUM (South ¥reman-
tle}) [9.31]: There is not much to be said
ahout the Public Works Estimates of rev-
enue, beeause the bigger aetivities of that de-
partment generally come under the Loan
Estimates. While the Minister wandered off
on the Government Property Trust Account
and the Loan Estimates, really these items
before us are dealing with salaries and very
little else. The main Estimates of the Works
Department come under loan or under the
Governmeunt Propertv Trust Account, and
now that the Main Roads Board are under
the Public Works Department, their Esti-
mates should be under diseussion too. T
hope it is not to be taken that Parliament is
to have no say over the expenditure on main
roads. Previously we have bhad a full-dress
debate here each year on the expenditure on
the main roads, and all information has been
given.

The Minister for Works:
mates?

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: I am not sure, but
it must have been on these Estimates, he-
cause each year there was a big item pro-
vided out of revenue, some £30,000 or
£40,000, and when in office we had to give
full information about it. All members were
told of the work being done in the electorates,
and full information was given as to the
amount to he expended and the roads to be

On these Esti-
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made. The whole scheme of the year's work
was laid before Parliament. But there is no
mention at all of main roads in these Esti-
mates, only just the salary of the Director
of Public Works, who is also the Chairman
of the Main Roads Board. Surely Parlia-
ment is not to be told that it cannot have
any say in the expenditure on main roads.

The Minister for Works: I am not saying
that,

Hon. A. McCALLUM: Parliament must
be asked to approve the Vote. Are we to be
ignored? Where iz the authority for such
expenditure to come from, if not from Par-
liament? How is it to be approved, and how
is the Auditor General going to pass it an-
less Parliament has sanctioned the expendi-
ture? I do not know why it is not on the
Estimates.

Hon. W. D. Johknson:
does not know.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: This, I think, is
the first occasion on which there has heen no
mention of it in the Estimates.

The Minister for Works: We are not go-
ing to take the amount out of revenue.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Not anything at
all?

The Minister for Works: No. Last year
we had an amount of £32,495. That repre-
sented contributions out of revenne under
the Aet. Now, by the amended Act we have
to pay nothing, except out of loan.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: It will not be loan
money. Ib is contributed by the Common-
wealth Government to the State Government.
Are we to say that money is to be handed
over fto departmental officers to be spent
without the authority of Parliament?

The Minister for Works: You never asked
the authority of Parliament to spend money
on sny particalar road.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: The whole of the
information was given to the Committee.
Every member knew exactly what work was
to be carried out in his electorate.

The Minister for Works: I do not remem-
ber that. .

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: The hon. member,
when on this side of the House, complained
year after year. It was his apeciality to
complain of and eriticise Main Roads Board
expenditure.

The Minister for Works: That is right.
But you never brought down any Main
Roads Board Estimates.

Even Mr. Munt
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Hon. A. MeCALLUM: The Mair Roads
Board Vate, and the whole of the activities
of the board, were discussed each year. But
this year we have not a figure nor an item
at all. Is Parliament to be set aside anf
have no control over it?

The Minister for Works; Do you mern to
say that previously Parliament had the right
to declare whether money was to be ex-
pended on certain roads?

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Of course.

The Minister for Works: Did you ever
put up a programme to Parliament?

Hon, A. MeCALLUM: Yes, the whole of
the programme for the five years’ work.

The Minister for Works: That was only
for the loeal authorities.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: No. Tt was taken
to Melbourne and approved by the Premiers’
Conference, after which it was brought here
and approved. How would the hon. mem-
her, when on this side, have bean able to
eomplain of the Main Roads Board work if
he had not the inférmation before him?
When sitting here he produced letters be-
tween him and his own local anthority com-
plaining that the Main Roads Board had
done cerizin work, whereas he wanted it
done in some other locality.

The Minister for Works: That was not
here.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: Yes, it was here.
The hon. member disenssed it here. Where
is the item for diseussion now?

My, Sleeman : That is like the Point Walter
road.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: Yes, they have
denied that, and they will deny this. That
reminds me: The Estimates declare there
has been a decrease of 76 per cent. in the
expenditure. That is the Minister’s wonder-
ful re-organisation. He told us here that he
was going to re-organise himself out of a
job. But it is no indication of any real
saving.  The Minister has admitted that
some of the expenditure previously shown
in this department is now undertaken by
the Railway Department. And whereas the
Public Works Department was once a hive
of industry, to-day it is like a morgue, for
there is no activity going on there at all.
It would be surprising indeed if there was
not shown a marked reduction in expendi-
ture on salaries, seeing that so little work
is being done in the department, which is
practically shut down, I disagree with the
contention of the Minister that the Yanchep
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Caves Board is anything but a pleasure re-
sort, a job for holiday makers. Even to-dav
it is being boomed in the Press, and it is
stated that they are to build a kiosk and
rest house, and are going to cater for board-
ers. The Press are booming it as an attrae-
tion for visitors and tourists. It would by
difficult indeed to build a read anywhere in
this State which wonld not bring an extra
block or two under cultivation; hut the real
objeet in building that road was to open up
the caves and serve a pleasure resort, the
same as the road to the National Park, Tt
is an absolute waste of public monev, eon-
sidering the condition of public finance at
the moment. The expenditure should never
have been approved, and if Parliament had
had a say in it the money would never have
heen voted. I wanted to have a word or two
on some of the activities of the Main Roads
Beard, but there is nothing here to base it
on.

The CHATIRMAN: The fact that Ttem
No. 2 deals with the salary of the Direetor
of Publiec Works, who is also Chairman of
the Main Roads Board, will put yow in
order in discussing the activities of the Main
Roads Board.

Hon, P. Collier: Should I be in order in
inserting an item to deal with it?

The CHAIRMAN: No, I cannot go that
far.

Hon., A. MeCALLUM: T hope the Minis-
ter will afford us an opportunity and will
give members some information about the
work heing done by the Main Roads Board.
in years gone by the fullest information has
been given to Parliament. Kvery member
knew the whole of the work to be done um-
der the five-year programme. That pro-
gramme is now completed and it should be
indicated to Parliament what is proposed
for the second five-year period. We have no
particulars whatever. Surely we are entitled
to know what has been done with the money.

The Minister for Works: You mean the
five-years’ money ¥

Hon, A. MeCALLUM: I mean what you
are getting now. You are working now un-
der the new arrangement. There is now no
restriction from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. They hand over the money to the
State Government, the only stipulation be-
ing that it must be spent on reads. Parlia-
ment is not given one word of infermation,
not & figure to indicate what is being done
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with the money. In the jtem providing fon
the salary of the Director of Public Works
and Chaivman of the Main Roads Board, it
should be indicated how mueh of his time is
taken up with main roed work, and how his
salary is divided between his two jobs.

The Minister for Works: The item ex-
plains that balf his salary is drawn as Diree-
tor of Public Works and Buildings, and the
other half as Chairman of the Main Roads
Board.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: Is it estimated
that half his time is taken up as Chairman
of the Main Roads Board? i

The Minister for Works: Not necessarily.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM : Here in the Publie
Works Estimates we have not a line of in-
formation regarding the other half of his
duties, We have no particulars at all as to
how he is spending the money under his ad-
ministration, and what works he is doing
during bhalf of his time,

Mr. Panton: Perhaps he is on part tl.me
now.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: The money is con-
tributed by the Commonwealth Government
and banded over to the department. Evi-
dently it is being expended without any econ-
trol by Parliament. We are not to have a
voice in it. The Minister admits he does not
know anything about it. I hope he will in-
quire into it and bying down a programme
so as to let members know how that money
is to be expended. We challenged the powers
of the Main Roads Board when the Act was
being amended, and T moved to curtail the
powers of the chairman and give the Min-
ister wide control. T argued that Parliament
would have control of the Minister and that
he should be the authority to expend the
money, The Minister replied, “I now
have that econtrol and authority.” Where is
the money accounted for?

The Minister for Works: In trust funds.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: If the Minister
has authority to expend the money, where
does he get the authority?

The Minister for Works: From the Act.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: The Minister told
us he wounld have control and that he would
be Tesponsible to the Honse. Where does
the responsibility come in? We do not know
what he is doing. No information has been
given us. It is coming to a preity pass if
Parlinment is not to be advised. Apparently
the Government are establishing an anthority
for the expenditure of money removed from
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Parliament. That is creating an autocracy.
An individual is to have the right to expeni
money and not he responsible to the country!
It is unheard of. We are entitled to have
the information and I press for it. Wa
should have an account of the work for the
past vear and the programme for the future.
When we were in office no information was
denied members. A plan was tabled and
every member received a letter setting forth
the works proposed in his district. Now it
1= all hidden up.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: There iz no work.

Hon. A. M¢CALLTM: I am veferring to
the money collected by the Commonwealth
Government under the petrol tax and handed
to the State Government without any restric-
tion, except that it be expended on roads, T
shall have something more to say on Public
Works aetivities when we come to the Pro-
perty Trust Aeceonnt. It is mainly under
Loan Estimates that public works are dis-
cussei.  These Estimates provide chiefly for
salaries,

MR. THORN (Toodyay} {9.49]: The
Yanchep Caves road has bheen mentioned,
and in fairness to the Minister T should say
a few words. T should like to dissociate the
making of the Yanehep road from the road-
making in the National Park. The Minister
said at the ontset that he would not under-
take the making of the Yanchep Caves roa:dl
unless a certain area of land was to he
thrown open for selection. On one side of
the road there are at least 13,000 acres and
on the opposite side 17,000 acres. At the
Wanneroo Show last year the Minister for,
Agriculture announced on the authority of
the Minister for Lands that a certain number
of blocks wounld be thrown open for selec-
tion. On that understanding the Minister
for Works considered my request to make
the road. The road is serving a number of
seftlers. The expenditure represented 100
per cent. labour, the material being on the
job, and I undersiand the Minister was quite
within his rights in construeting the road.
The other day a party eame to me and said,
*“The Minister for Works is pretty hot, mak-
ing a road leading out to his wife’s property,
the Hon. Mrs. Lindsay.” I do not think the
Minister has ever met the lady. The member
for South Fremantle recently mentioned the
fine tracts of tuart country in various parts
of his electorate, chiefly Spearwood. Ex-
acty the same eclass of country exists at
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Wanneroo, limestone country with tuart on
the high land running down to peaty
swamps. The whole of that land counld be
utilised even in the way of small blocks, as
the member for South Fremantle mentioned.
The idea in the mind of the Minister was to
cut the land inte blocks consisting of 5 acres
of swamp and 30 acres of high land. It is
said that vegetable production is overdone,
There is no need for selectors of the land to
go in for vegetables; it could easily be
utilised for dairying. It is natarally-drained
country; I have never seen such well-drained
country all through the limestone and I am
sure the Minister intends to throw areas open,
for selection. We cannot blame the State
Gardens Board for stepping in and trying
to make the caves attractive. I have been
informed that 30 men are employed there
doing nseful work in the way of opening up
the caves and making them attractive. It is
only fair to the Minister to stress the point
that be said from the outset he would not
entertain the idea of constructing that road
unless the land would be made available for
solection. He specially stressed that under
no condition would he be a party to build-
ing a road to a pleasure resort.

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) {9.52]: I
think the Minister, on reflection, will realise
that he has not given the Committee one-
tenth of the information to which it is en-
titled on & discussion of the Estimates. In-
deed, no infermation at all has been given.
The department ave still earrving on some
works, some railways.

The Ainister for Works: Railway con-
siroction has been transferred to the Rail-
way Department. T explained that to the
Committee.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There are roads and
other works such as drainage.

The Minister for Works: I gave you the
information ahout drainage. No roads are
provided for on these Estimates.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Apparently they are
not to he provided for on any ofher Bsti-
mates,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Well, they have
ceased,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Do the Government
maintain that, because the Commonwealth
have now made the money available for main
roads unconditionally—what is the amount.
about £250,0007
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The Minister for Works: We estimate
£20,000 a month,

Hon. P. COLLIER: In the region of a
quarter of a million. Beeause the Common-
wealth have removed the conditions attached
to the grant formerly, surelv the Govern-
ment do not imagine that they are to have
a free hand to spend a quarter of a million
how they like and where they like on roads,
subjeet only to the decision of the Minister
and his officers! [s Parliament to have no,
say whatever as to the manner in which the
money is to be spent? It is unbelievable
that any Government would imagine that it
is open to them to spend the money as they
like without reference to Parliament. One
would think it was a personal gift to Min-
isters to do as they liked with. Are not we
entitled to know the road programme for the
year—how much is to be spent on main
roads and how muech on maintenance? As
the member for South Fremantle remarked,
the fullest possible information, together
with coloured maps, was supplied to mem-
hers in-our time. I cannot imagine the Gov-
ernment believing that they need not eonsult
members at all. What a nice position it will
place some officers of the department in!
They will be able to spend a large sum of
money where they like and how they like
without the possibility of comment or eriti-
cism from Parliament. It is an astonishing
attitude to adopt. I am not making any
threat but, so far as I am concerned, these
Estimates and the Loan Estimates will not
be passed until we have information as to
how the money is to be spent. We are en-
titled to have it. No Government is justified
in spending one pound without an appro-
priation of Parliament. Ministers, in their
own interests and to free themselves from
greater criticism later on, should acquaint
Parliament with the rvoad policy and the ex-
penditure proposals, quite apart from thg
rights of members of this Chamber. Infor-
mation should be given as to how the money
wag expended during tbe finaneial year just
elosed, as well as how it is proposed to ex-
pend the money during the current finaneial
vear. It is an imperative obligation on the
Government to provide the information and
give members an opportunity to diseuss it.
Regarding the Yanchep Caves road the
member for Toodyay said there were 13,000
acres on one side of the road and a large
area on the other side of the road, saitable
for selection. What kind of Jand is it?

[ASSEMBLY.]

My. Thorn: Quite a lot of it is good
land.

Hon. P, COLLIER: In the swamps.
What is the rest of the land worth?

Mr. Thorn: That tuart country is quite
all right.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Beautiful country!
He said the Minister stated that he would
not agree to spending any money on tha
road unless there was land for selection. In
pursuance of that policy, did the Minister
or the Government have a classifieation of
the land made?

Mr. Thorn: I believe so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Then let us have
partienlars of it. Let us have the report of
the officers who made the classification. Did
a surveyor of the Lands Department classify
the land?

The Minister for Lands: Yes, a classifiea-
tion has been made of all execept the stock
route.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I would be glad to
see the details of the classifieation. The Min-
ister might place the report of this officer
rpon the Table of the House. It would be
reassuring if we could look at it. I have
been through that eountry, but I do not pro-
fess to he a judge of land. Apart from the
swamps, what is there in that area? Would
it have remained unoecupied for all the past
generations if it was of the quality the hon.
member would lave us believe?

Mr. Thorn: I am not making it out as
alt first-elass land. :

Hon. P. COLLIER: Or even a fair per.
centage of it. Anywhere in the gullies and
flats in this eountry it is possible to find a
certain amount of good land. There may be
2 per eent. of it that eould he utilised. To
what use wounld the swamps be put? Are
we {o spend money making a road to open
ap these swamps? We have =pent about
£140,000 on draining Herdsman’s Lake, and
s0 far as I know a great deal of that aren
is still in the hands of the Government.

Hon. W. D). Johnson: A goodly portion
of it is under water.

Hon. P. COLLIER: A considerable area
of it is thoroughly drained, and yet there
are no applications for it. We tried to dis-
pose of the land, but were unable to do so.
Whilst we have that land so near the ciiy
and cannot dispose of it, of what use ig it
to spend money on roads to open up areas
so far awav as this particnlar area? I
shounld like to see the report of the officers of
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the department and their classification of
the land. Let us know how much is guitable
for settlement. Many of the settlers af
Wanneroo have vesided there for a numben
of years. If this other land had been of so
much value, it would not be lying idle to-
day.

My, Thorn: There is a lot of good land
in the Class A Reserve.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Is it proposed to
alienate that reserve?
The Minister for Works: No.

Hon. P, COLLIER: It could only be done
with the authority of Parliament.

The Minister for Works: There are some
swamps in it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There would be a
danger of spoiling the haliday aspeet of the
park. Trippers and holiday people would
probably be making raids upon the gardens
and orchards of the settlers.

Hoen. W. D, Johnson: There would be no
use for the road then.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister should
give some information with regard to the
works it is proposed shortly to undertake,
whereby 6,000 and ultimately 10,000 men
will be given employment. This is in cou-
nection with the loan from the Common-
wealth Government of about £1,200,000. I
think some of the works have already been
mentioned by the Minister either in the
House or in the Press. We might on these
Estimates discuss some of the works that
are to be undertaken, their utility and the
manner in which they are to be carried out.
I gather from the’ Press that it is proposed
to employ about 6,000 men on part-time
work. In seme circumstances and in great
financial stress part-time work might b=
Justified. It is, however, a different matter
providing part-time work for men who have
to go into the country to get it. If their
work were in the town in which they re-
sided, and wbere their families resided and
thev had their homes, and they were not
obliged to establish another home, the mat-
ter would wear a different aspect. In this
instance I believe the majority of the 6,000
men are married, and it is proposed to send
them into the country away from their
homes. They will receive something in ad-
dition to their ordinary sustenance pay-
ments. an extra £1 a week or so, I under-
stand, but they will actually be no better oil
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than they are under sustenance. They will
have to support themselves where their work
18, and maintain their homes wherever they
are. It would be much better if, so far as
this money would go, these men were all
employed full time. If that were done,
these unfortunate men, who have in many
cazes heen out of work for over a year and
in some instances nearly two years, would
have an opportunity not only to live some-
thing more than a bare existence, but obfain
clothing which 1s so necessary for them-
selves and their families. These men who
have heen on sustenance for a long time
have had only a bare sufficiency in
food for themselves and
their families, and no provision has
heen made for rent, replacement or renewal
of furniture, or for actuallv necessary cloth-
ing. The position was not so had for the
first six months of their plight heeause some
of them had reserves in the hank. These re-
serves, however, hecame exhnusted. This
was indicated in the withdrawals fromn the
State Savings Bank during the 12 months,
and, as the Premier has stated, month by
month the withdrawals inereased. This was
due to the necessity to which these people
were driven of living on their savings and
withdrawing their muney in order to huy the
necessities of life.  The savings are com-
pletely exhansted; and Jarge numbers of
these people have not even clothing Gt to go
out in, or hoots to go to work in. There-
ore it is much better to give them an op-
portunity to work full time for a few
months, even if the money will not last too
long, not last till the end of the financial
vear. Let them earn full wages during the
time they are employed, so that they will be
able to do something to veplace the things
which have been worn out during the past
vear or two. We know that large numbers
of employees, oth in private indostry and
in some of the State depariments, are on
part-time; but that is where they are engaged
in some kind of trade, and the trade is not
available.  Take, for instance, the State
Sawmills, which have been for a long per-
iod on half-time, week on and week off.
That s unavoidable, becanse the Govern-
ment ean only employ the men to supply
ovders which come forward. In a sawmill
one cannot employ half the number of men,
but must have the full eomplement. One
cannot put half off, and work the other half
full-time. Thus, if the Government have
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already timber cut for two years ahead, and
cannot eut further for stock, and orders are
not coming forward, there i= no alternative
to working part-time, The same thing ap-
plies to the State Tmplement Works No
work is available, and so that part-time sys-
tem is foreed on the Government. But that
sifuation does not arise in this case, Here
there is no obstacle whatever to working
full-time. The husiness aspect does not
arise. On publie works sueh a= drainage,
roads and so forth it is quite easy for the
Government to work the men full-time. I
am sorry that the Minister has not made a
statement on that aspect, although T recog-
nise that the authority to spend the money,
will come under the Loan Estimates. Al-
though a smaller namber will he employed
working full-time than wonld he the case
working part-time, it is more desirable that
those who have to maintain two homes, one
in the city and one in the country, should be
given full-time. It iz impossible to conceive
of men heing satisfied with work of this
kind, parted from their families and actually
no beiter off financially, as the additional
£1 per week whieh they will be permitted to
earn must be absorbed in the maintenance
of the two homes. Another consideration, as
regards men refusing to take this work and
thereupon being denied sustenance, is thet
there are many reasons of a private and
domestic nature which would prevent men
from accepting part-time work in the coun-
try. Already there are too many children
appearing before the Children’s Court be-
cause, apparently, they have got bevond
parental control even when the father is af
home. To-day there are large numhers of
children just leaving sehool, at the age when
they most require pavental control. If the
father went away to the eountry, many of
those children would get out of the contral
of the mother. That is an important as-
peet to be taken into consideration. With
single men it is a different yuestion; but
in the case of married men whose homes are
destitute now because of long unemploy-
ment, is ix pretty heart-breaking for the
man to go to the country knowing that he
is to work only part-time, or half-time, and
will receive no more invome, as it were, than
he would if he were to remain in the matro-
politan area on sustenance. That is an as-
peet which I hope the Government will take
into consideration and make a <tatamung
upon. 1 again wge that Parliament be

TASSEAIBLY.]

given an opportunity to discuss expenditure.
on main roads.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) {10.15]: I sup-
port what the Minmister for Works has saia
regurding Yanchep. In my opinion the
reason why the land there has not been taken
up is that it has largely been inacecessible.
A road to it had not been constructed, and
consequently it was impossible for those
desirous of reachine that land to do so.
Shows held at Oshorne Park and at Wan-
neroo are proofs of the produetivity of the
country. It is wonderfully fine country,
and wonderful market-gardening country.

Hon. A, McCallum: Tt is all loose sand.
Tt is the bungriest stuff in the State.

Mr. SAMPSOX : Some of it is loose sand.
As pointed out to-night by another speaker,
the toart which grows in that district is a
proof of the value of the land. In the
Wanneroo distriet there is a great deal of
tuart, and it grows right out at Yanchep.
I have heen there and seen it.

Hon. A. MeCallum: I have been there,
too.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt is worse than the Peel
estate.

Mr. SAMPSON: It is the same class of
tuart as grows in the Hamilton Hill district
and at Spearwood. It indicates limestone
country and splendid subsoil.

Hon. A. MecCallum: There is 60 feet of
sand at Yanchep.

Mr., SAMPSON : There are sandy patches
which it is impossible to get through, I
admit.  As regards the condition of the
Mundaring Weir-road, largely a pleasure
road

Hon. P. Collier: You cannot discuss that.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes; it is permissible.

The CHAIRMANX: Is that a main road?

Mr., SAMPSON: Yes,

Hon. A, McCallum: No.

Mr. SAMPSON: Pardon me; it is a road
approved by the Main Roads Board as a
developmental road, and consequently:

Hon. A. MeCallum: It is not under the
Main Roads Board at all.

Mr. SAMPSON: The hon. member would,
I am afraid, mislead the Committee, though
yuite unintentionally. The road from Mun-
daring right throngh to the old horse-trough
on the Albany-road has been approved. It
is the Welshpool-Mundaring-road, and runs
from the York-road to the Albany-read.
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The CHAIRMAN: Was it built by the
Main Roads Board?

Mr. SAMPSON: 1t is under the second
item. I have no desire to make these re-
marks to-night exeept with the full approval
of yourself, Sir, and the Committee. I wonld
prefer to make them to-morrow.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member will
have an opportunity later, on the Loan Es-
limates.

Mr. SAMPSON: Sinee I have introduced
the subject, let me say that the condition of
the Mundaring-road is shocking. That road
has been neglected by Governments over a
long eourse of vears. As it is a road which
leads mostly to Government property, the
local authority gets very little revenne from
it. Representations with regard to the state
of the road have been made from time fo
time. There is one interesting matter in
conneetion with that road. I refer to the
construction by the ex-Minister for Works
(Hon. A. Mc¢Callum) of a bridge over the
Helena River.

The Minister for Works: That is a plea-
sure resort. Surely that Minister would not
eonstruet a bridge to a pleasure resort!

Mr. SAMPSON: The road there is nsed
largely by people travelling to inspeet the
Mundaring Reservoir and the Weir. The
road running from Mundaring to Mundaring
Weir is in a shocking state and in not nearly
as good condition as the road that encircles
the reservoir. I shall deal further with this
matter to morrow.

Progress "reported.

House adjourned at 10.22 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.mn., and read prayers.

QUESTION—STATE IMPLEMENT
WORKS.

Order for barrows.

Mr. J. H. SMITH asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is it a faect that the deparfment
has recently placed an order with the State
Implement Works for several bundred
navvy barrows? 2, Were tenders called for
the supply of these harrows? 3, Ts there
any check on the price that may be eharged
by the State Implement Works?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
I, Yes. 2, No. 3, Yes.

QUESTIONS (2)—FORESTS
DEPARTMENT.

Sleepers Supplied.

Mr. J. H. SMITH asked the Minister for
Foredta: 1, Is it a fact that the Forests
Department supplies to private companies
sleepers eut by sustenance workers. 2, In
connection with the supply of these sleepers,
ig it a fact that the Government are shifting
sustenance workers from one district to an-
other? 3, Is it not a fact that there are
timber workers not on sustenance who could
do the work without men having to he trans-
ferred from other districts?

The MINISTER TFOR FORESTS re-
plied: 1, Yes, otherwise the men must be
thrown out of employment, as the Govern-
ment have 1,124,000 sleepers on hand for
local government requirements. 2, Yes, to a,
very limited extent. 3, It is the policy of



